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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
 
MINUTES:   June 16, 2026  10:00 AM  via Zoom
  

Roster: 	David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Carol Stephenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM), James Montgomery (L), Lori Campbell (OM), Linda Roberts (DLM), Alex Jebson (OM), Ann Harbridge (OM)
 
Staff Support: 	Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca,   
Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant, mpetick@united-church.ca   
Laurie Stevenson, Pastoral Support Minister lstevenson@united-church.ca 

Present:   David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM), James Montgomery (L), Lori Campbell (OM), Linda Roberts (DLM), Alex Jebson (OM), Ann Harbridge (OM)

Regrets:  Lori Campbell

Absent:   Carol Stephenson

Introduction and Welcome of New Members to the Commission:

Linda Roberts, Alex Jebson and Ann Harbridge

Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  David Shearman
    
Opening Worship:  David Shearman

1. Opening Motions:  

Approval of Corresponding Members: None


Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions?
 
MOTION: That, having reviewed the agenda, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve it as circulated. 

Carried by Consensus

Approval of Previous Minutes:  May 19, 2026 WOW PRC Draft Minutes 260519.docx
MOTION: That, having reviewed the Draft Minutes of May 19th, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approves the minutes as circulated. 

Carried by Consensus

2. Business Arising: None

3. New Business:

a. LLWL Resource Team Report: - Micol Cottrell
· LLWL Learning Day on October 3rd in Mount Forest
· Lori Campbell will be joining the resource team
· Still looking for more volunteers for the LLWL Resource Team

b. Executive Update – David Shearman
· Various financial decisions
· Terms were changed around Learning Grants

c. Liaison Resource Update – Harry Disher  WOW In Process Chart.xlsx
· Review
· Kevin Steeper not available for Three Willows
· Micol showed the WOW in Process file from SharePoint
· St. John’s Elmvale requires a liaison
· Trinity Annan can be removed from the list
· James St. Palmerston can be removed from the list
· James Montgomery will be the liaison for Three Willows

· Approval of liaisons assigned on list

MOTION: That, having reviewed the WOW in Process Chart of May 19th, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approves the list as amended. 

Carried by Consensus


4. Pastoral Relations Minister Update – Micol Cottrell
Minister, Pastoral Relations Report  
June 2026 
 
· Attended a Staff Retreat Two weeks ago.  First time all staff were able to be together.  Last staff retreat was 3 ½ years ago.   One of the pieces was John Neff led us in DISC leadership style.  It was a helpful time to learn about one another, and spend time deepening our relationship 
· Preparing for the next two regional council meetings – ARW and HF are meeting together June 26th-28th. 
· Tanya Cameron retirement party is June 19th at 1:30 PM 
· New Pastoral Relationship Ministers: 
· Erin McIntyre – Vocational Minister for Accountability and Standards 
· Yunjung Kim – Vocational Minister for Ministry Pathways. 
· These positions are shared between ARW, HF, WOW, Shining Waters, and Canadian Shield Regional Councils. 

5. Consent Docket:
Consent Docket for WOW PR Commission   
Date:  June 16th, 2026 
  
Request for Change of Pastoral Relations:   
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of Campbellville: Ebenezer Pastoral Charge, for a change of pastoral relationship with Jeffrey Werner, OM, effective 2026-08-31. 
  
Approval of Open Positions:   
That, having reviewed the position description, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the position for Half-Time Supply Minister, PT, 20 hrs/week, for Rockwood-Stone Pastoral Charge with the removal of hours and template instructions. 
  
Approval of appointments:   
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Kilsyth-Keady-North Derby Pastoral Charge to renew the appoint with Kara McCluskie, DLM, PT, 24 hrs/week, from 2026-07-01 to 2027-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-06-03. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Three Willows Pastoral Charge, Guelph, to renew the appoint with Jayden Jones, Candidate, PT, 20 hrs/week, from 2026-05-01 to 2026-08-31 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-06-01. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Fergus: Melville Pastoral Charge to appoint for Supervised Ministry Education Katherine Keilty, candidate, FT, from 2026-07-15 to 2027-07-15 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-05-25. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Ayr: Knox Pastoral Charge to renew the appointment with Thomas Kay, Ordained Supply, PT, 10 hrs/week, from 2026-07-01 to 2028-09-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-06-08 noting that this is the last renewal for this ordered supply ministry. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Tara Pastoral Charge, to renew the appoint with Terri-Ann Mattiasson, Ordained Supply, PT, 15 hrs/week, from 2025-11-01 to 2027-12-31 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-06-15 noting that this is the last renewal for this ordered supply appointment. 
 
Approval of Calls:  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of St. Jacob’s: Calvary Evangelical Pastoral Charge to call Gregory Brawn, OM, FT, from 2026-10-20 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-06-08. 

END CONSENT DOCKET………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
 
MOTION: That, having reviewed the Consent Docket of May 19th, 2026, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approves the Consent Docket as circulated. 

Carried by Consensus


6. Items Outside of Consent Docket:

a. Egmondville Pastoral Charge

MOTION: That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Egmondville Pastoral Charge to renew the appoint with Harry Disher, OM-R, PT, 30 hrs/week, from 2026-07-01 to 2027-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-06-02.
Carried by Consensus
1-Abstention Harry Disher

7. Report on Pulpit Supply
2026-04-16 Report on Pulpit Supply -an unintended learning from the Inter-Congregational Conversation Project.docx
· Send clarification to Congregational Support Commission for Pastoral Charge Supervisors
· LLWLs can lead Agape Meal
· Pulpit Supply List (ministry personnel and LLWL list) are available from PRM, and are sent to Pastoral Charge Supervisors, and will go to liaisons.  
· Another announcement will be put in the newsletter this September.
· Clarification to go to Pastoral Charge Supervisors ministry personnel from other denominations and sacraments.
- Denomination that is a full member of Canadian Council of Churches (add link)
- A letter of good standing
- either i) an up-to-date police records check or assurance from letter of good standing that there is an up-to-date police records check on file
- approval by Governing Body
- Theological understanding should be explored with the leadership
8. Question about Sacrament Elders
- Not needed in this region at this time, many retired ministers can fulfil this function
- Micol working on encouraging retired clergy to presiding over the sacraments at a church that does not have a minister
- Executive makes decisions about policy around Sacrament Elders
9. Parkminster, Categorization of Position as CDM
· Previously had Two full-time positions
· More time for Christian Development and Pastoral Care
· Parkminster has submitted an edited Position Description for Facilitator Spiritual Development and Care
· Categorize as a CDM position and give Parkminster some process steps
· Further discussion to be done via email with a deadline of Tuesday June 23rd
· Lena Medeiros will be available to help review the position description

10. Future plans – David Shearman
· Future directions – yearly planning (September)
· Over summer think about where we want to place our focus for 2026-2027
· Include Laurie Stevenson, Pastoral Care Support Minister 
· Commission orientation in September
· Collaborative meeting with Congregational Support (September) Roz Vincent-Haven Chair of the WOW CSC
· To discuss the shared pieces between the commissions, especially around collaborative ministries
11. Summer Meeting plans – July and August 
· Micol will be away in July (Contact Executive Minister, Mark Laird while Micol is away)
· David away mid-July to end of August
· July and August – commission business will be done by email

Next Meeting:  September 15, 2026 at 10:00 am via ZOOM  
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:  Lori Campbell

Adjournment: 11:54am
 
Chair:  Having concluded its business, it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council be adjourned.
   
Meeting adjourned! 
  
 



