May 26th 2026		WOW D&J 2026- 1

Minutes
May 26th 2026 at 7pm Via Zoom 
Discipleship and Justice Commission
Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council
of the United Church of Canada
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
Via Zoom 
Roster- Members: Linda Peacock, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Kristal McGee, Ayla Mackie, Judy Jones, Dan Leaver, Meghan Gilholm, Janet Howitt, Dyanne Marlock, Diane Greenhalgh – Vosdling.

Roster- Staff Support: Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Laura Black, Brenna Baker, Greg Smith-Young, Krista Ford

Present- Members:  Diane Dick, John Egger, Therese Samuel, Krista Ford, Dan Leaver, John Adeyemi, Ayla Mackie, Kristal McGee. 
Agenda:
1. Acknowledgement of the Land 
 Kristal provided Land Acknowledgement

2. Opening Prayer
Kristal opened the meeting with prayer and a check in.

3. Appointment of Equity Monitor
Ayla offered to serve as Equity Monitor for the meeting.

4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest  - none

5. Approval of Agenda for May 26th 2026 meeting

MOTION by John Adeyemi and Dan Leaver that the Discipleship and Justice commission of Western Ontario Waterways approve the agenda for May 26th 2026 as amended.
MOTION						CARRIED

6. Approval of Minutes from the April 21st 2026 meeting.

MOTION by Dan Leaver and Ayla Mackie that the Discipleship and Justice
Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the minutes of the April 21st 2026 meeting as circulated. 
MOTION						CARRIED
7. Funds Available:  
Please refer to the charts in Appendix A for funds managed by this commission.

8. Record of email votes:  None

9. Business Arising	
a) Further reflection and action for role of Vice Chair
Kristal discussed the interest for Vice Chair and noted that while Ayla and Dan both expressed interest, Ayla is not currently a member of a community of faith.  

MOTION by Ayla Mackie and John Adyemi that the Discipleship and Justice
Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve Dan Leaver to act as Vice Chair to the commission.
MOTION						CARRIED

b) Commission membership recruitment.
There was general discussion and noted that by our mandate UCW has not been named specifically to send a representative, however we would welcome a liaison or could request an annual update to enhance rapport and communication.

c) Educational visit to Woodland Cultural Centre
Therese provided an update and indicated that conversation around the most appropriate meeting places within a geographical radius that enables travel are being sorted out.  Once meeting points are decided on more information will be shared.

d) Palnet 
John Egger shared there are plans for more education in the fall.  Also that the commission could explore inviting a speaker to an upcoming meeting to share more with the commission.

e) Follow up Ministry with Children, Youth and Young Adults Fund – Disbursements and Reporting (John)
John Egger had generated a chart that showed the grants given out over the last several years.   There was conversation about what methods of follow up with past applicants the commission would like to use. 

John Egger will do some follow up with past applicants who have not provided and report after receiving funding. 

f) D&J Mandate Review 
It was decided to hold this item over to the next meeting.


10. Correspondence

a) The commission received an email from University of Guelph Ecumenical Campus Ministry (2026 MS grant reporting) 
There was general discussion and Kristal offered to send a response.

b) Acknowledgment of Grants
The following groups sent an acknowledgement of the grants they received
*Trinity Guelph
*Camp Bimini
*Avondale Stratford

c) Application request from Leadership Development Camp  

MOTION by John Adyemi and Diane Dick that the Discipleship and Justice commission of Western Ontario Waterways approve the allocation of $785 from the Ministry with Children, Youth and Young Adults Fund to the Leadership Development Camp (of United Church Outdoor Ministries).
MOTION					CARRIED

11. New Business

John Egger shared some information about the 2027 Mission and Service Grant Cycle.  There will be some small updates to the form that was created and used last year. 
John also wanted the commission to consider some questions to help with the structure of grants.  For the commission to name their priorities to help make decisions and factor in the goals of MS as noted on the foundation website.  As people make donations to MS what they think their money is going towards.

12. Reports: 
a. Laura – Laura’s report was in sharepoint.
b. Thérèse – None
c. John - none
d. Executive -
Krystal shared that the executive has lots of resources to offer financial supports to communities of faith in need. 
e. Tri Regional Palestine Network  - none
f.  SJNORC. - none
13. Next Meeting June 23rd 2026 7 pm via Zoom
14. Equity Check in. Ayla reported that it was a great meeting as far as equity.

15. Closing prayer.-  Ayla offered to close the meeting in prayer. 
Appendix A

Funds in the Events Budget at Jan 1st 2026 $10,000 
	Description
Event/program
	
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	Worshiplude – deposit
	
	Nov 25th 2025
	$1856.59
	$5143.41

	Worshiplude – final payment
	
	Feb 24th 2026
	$121.26
	$5022.15

	SJNORC
	
	March 24th 2026
	$1000
	$4022.15

	Woodland Cultural Education Event
	
	March 24th 2026
	($1500) in principal
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Budget for John Egger
	
	Jan 27th 2026
	$1000
	

	Jeff Carolin 
	
	March 12th 2026
	$182.68
	$817.32

	
	
	
	
	

	Budget for Thérèse
	
	Jan 27th 2026
	$1000
	

	Karen Orlandi
	
	March 12th 2026
	$90
	$910

	
	
	
	
	

	Budget for Laura Black
	
	Jan 27th 2026
	$1000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	$6749.47


















Ministry with Children Youth and Young Adult Funds Opening balance for 2026 $65,000 
April 1st deadline, for May meeting decisions dispersing up to $30,000
September 15th deadline for Oct meeting decisions dispersing $32,500 plus any remaining amounts from the Spring
	Description
Event/program
	Date
Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	Go Beyond March Break Camp
	Feb 19th 2026
	$2500
	$62,500

	
	
	
	

	Camp Bimini
	April 21st 2026
	$5000
	$57500

	Eramosa
	April 21st 2026
	$5000
	$52500

	Trinity United
	April 21st 2026
	$4000
	$48500

	Avondale United
	April 21st 2026
	$3232
	$45268

	Leadership Development
	May 26th 2026
	$785
	$44483

	
	
	TOTAL
	$44,4483



Remaining funds in the Meeting Budget 
	Description of event or program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	3000



	
	
	



