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19/2026Pastoral Relations Commission  
Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
 
MINUTES:   May 19, 2026  10:00 AM via Zoom
  

Roster: 	David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Cathy Larmond (OM), Carol Stephenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM), James Montgomery (L), John Smith (OM), Lori Campbell (OM).
 
Staff Support: 	Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca,   
Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant, mpetick@united-church.ca   
Laurie Stevenson, Pastoral Support Minister lstevenson@united-church.ca 

Present:   David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Cathy Larmond (OM), Carol Stephenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM), Lori Campbell (OM).

Regrets:  John Smith, James Montgomery

Absent:   

Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  David Shearman
    
Opening Worship: David Shearman

1. Opening Motions:  

Approval of Corresponding Members: None

Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions?
 
MOTION: That, having reviewed the agenda, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve it as circulated or amended. 

Carried by Consensus

Approval of Previous Minutes: April 21st, 2026  WOW PRC Draft Minutes 260421.docx

MOTION: That, having reviewed the Minutes of April 21st, 2026 the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approve them as circulated.

Carried by Consensus  


2. Business Arising: 
Email motions WOW PR Commission: 
April 28th

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concurs with the request of Exeter Pastoral Charge to renew the appointment with Paul Vollick, DM, from 2026-07-01 to 2027-07-01 according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub on 2026-04-16.  Carried.

May 12th, 2026
That the Pastoral Relations Commission concur with the request of Goderich: Lakeshore Pastoral Charge to provisionally call Rohan Pushparajan, OM, FT, from 2026-05-26, the date of admissions, according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub on 2026-04-24. Carried.
Recorded for information
3. New Business:

a) LLWL Resource Team Report: - Micol Cottrell
· Met last week, planning an LLWL Day Away in the Fall
· Scheduling speakers
· Lori Campbell willing to be on the Resource Team
· Annual Reports coming in and re-interviewing needs to be done
· An LLWL will be acknowledged during Friday worship at the WOWRC Spring Meeting this weekend.

MOTION: Moved by Cathy Larmond, seconded by Lena Medeiros that Lori Campbell join the LLWL Resource Team.

CARRIED

b) Executive Update – Cathy Larmond
· None

c) Liaison Resource Update – Harry Disher  WOW In Process Chart.xlsx
· Added Three Willows to the list, possibly Kevin Steeper
· Other work is wrapping up or moving along well
Review: Done
Approval of liaisons assigned on list: Agreed by Consensus
d) Pastoral Relations Minister Update – Micol Cottrell
· Dealing with some complex issues
· Took a week of continuing education
· Attended a workshop with Todd McDonald
· Read: “How to calm your mind” by Chris Bailey
· Did DiSC training for upcoming staff retreat, to determine working style
· Liaison Training program will be set up for asynchronous study

e) Consent Docket:
 Consent Docket for WOW PR Commission 
Date:  May 19, 2026
 
Open Positions:

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approves the position for Candidate, SME, FT, for Fergus: Melville Pastoral Charge with the request to remove the section on other assets.

Approval of appointments:  

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Listowel: Calvary-Zion Pastoral Charge, to renew the appoint with Stephen Cowley, candidate, PT, 30 hrs/week, from 2026-06-01 to 2026-10-31 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-05-08.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Clifford Pastoral Charge, to renew the appoint with Susan Hertell, OM-R, PT, 20 hrs/week, from 2026-10-16 to 2027-06-30 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2026-05-11.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Goderich: Lakeshore Pastoral Charge, to renew the appointment with Rohan Pushparajan, OM admissions, FT, from 2026-05-15 to 2026-05-23.

That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of St. Jacob’s: Calvary Evangelical Pastoral Charge to renew the short-term supply appointment with Orville James, OM-R, from 2026-02-01 to 2026-08-01 according to the terms agreed upon in ChurchHub on 2026-04-28.

END OF CONSENT DOCKET………………………………………………………………………………………………
MOTION: That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the Consent Docket of May 19th, 2026, be approved as submitted.
CARRIED
4. Items Outside of Consent Docket:

a) Forest Hill – Trinity PD Revised – for review.  
· Add names of congregations

MOTION: That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the position description for minister, FT, Kitchener: Forest Hill Pastoral Charge and Kitchener: Trinity Pastoral Charge pending addition of names of the congregations.

Agreed by Consensus
b) Main Street, Mitchell

MOTION: That the Pastoral Relations Commission concur with the request of Mitchell: Main St. Pastoral Charge to end the short-term supply appointment with Helena (Lena) Medeiros, OM, effective May 31st, 2026, for financial reasons.

Agreed by Consensus

c) Non-qualified ministry personnel (directed to the Office of Vocation), lay leaders approaching congregations for appointments (decision making held with the congregation), long-term pulpit supply (Refer to Pulpit-Supply policy), etc. 

d) For information - Vacation Policy – approved by GCE, entitled to time in lieu for working holidays

e) For information – the Office of Vocation Report. Concerning government immigration policies.

f) Summer Meeting plans – July and August (Micol will be away in August) will do business via email.

g) Thank You to Cathy Larmond for her service to the commission.  Harry Disher and Carol Stephenson will do a 2nd term on the commission.

Next Meeting:  June 16th, 2026 at 10:00 am via ZOOM  
 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting:   Lori Campbell

Adjournment:
 
Chair:  Having concluded its business; it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council be adjourned.
   
Meeting adjourned! 
  
 


