Congregational Worship – May 24, 2026
This weekend the Regional Council is meeting in person at Port Elgin and on line using zoom.  It is also Pentecost Sunday.  This service has been provided for the use of Congregations, particularly those whose ministers may be away this weekend attending the regional meeting.   
Please feel free to adapt this service to suit the needs of your community.
Many congregations traditionally celebrate communion on Pentecost Sunday.  This service offers an alternative in an Agape Meal, where we can still share in the tradition of a symbolic meal, without the constraints of needing a minister to preside over the Eucharist.

The theme for the Regional Council is “Stop and Listen”.  You are encouraged to pay attention to this theme and take time during worship to listen to the Spirit at work in and around you.

[image: ]Because it is Pentecost Sunday, you might want to set the mood.   Simple decorations, such as a fan with red, yellow and orange streamers attached to it can show the wind.  Children’s pinwheel fans are easy to make and great for a children’s activity.  You could even have these set up in front of an electric fan so they spin.


Sunday, May 24, 2026
Region Council Weekend
Pentecost Sunday

Gathering Time
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn: VU 195  On Pentecost they Gathered
  Or 	MV 135  Called by Earth and Sky 
  Or	TLUS 64  There’s a Wild Hope in the Wind
Territorial Acknowledgement
As we gather to worship we acknowledge that for thousands of years First Nations people have lived, worked and called home, this very land that we now call home.  Their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  We acknowledge their stewardship  of this land and we commit to working with one another in a spirit of respect, peace and friendship.
Call to Worship  (Responsively)
One:  The day of Pentecost has come and we are gathered together in this place
All:   Send your presence O God, that we might see, hear and feel the spirit at work.
One:  Creator God,  reign down your Spirit that we too might prophesy
All:  Praise God who sends forth the Spirit.
One:  Jesus Christ, reign down or Spirit that we too may see visions.
All:  May the glory of the Lord be upon us.
One:  Everlasting God,  reign down your Spirit that we, too, may dream dreams.
All:   Let us praise God, praise the Son and praise the Holy Spirit.  

Litany for Pentecost  (4 readers, water, wind chimes, soil, candle)
(written by John Parlber, First Church, Albany, N.Y)
You might have the four readers come forward together carrying their symbols, and each remains with their symbol – scattered across the front of the church until all are done reading) 


First Reader (pouring water into Baptism Font):
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was upon the face of the deep;
and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1: 1-2)
All: 	The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the Lord, upon many waters. (Psalm 29: 3)
Second Reader (with wind chimes sounding):
The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit. (John 3: 8)
All: 	The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl,
and strips the forest bare;
and in God’s temple all cry, “Glory!” (Psalm 29:9)
Third Reader (carrying/pouring soil):
When you send forth your Spirit all living things are created;
and you renew the face of the earth. (from Psalm 104:30)
All: 	The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,
the world and those who live in it. (Psalm 24:1)
Fourth Reader (with candle):
I baptize with you water;
but one more powerful than I is coming
who will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. (from Luke 3:16)
(Light the Christ Candle)
All: 	The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. (Psalm 29: 7-8)
Fourth reader: May the Lord give strength to the people!
All: 	May the Lord bless the people with peace! (Psalm 29:11)
Passing of the Peace
As we greet our neighbours, let us pass the peace of Christ.
	Peace be with you.   And also with you
Hymn:  VU 196  Wind Who Makes All Winds that Blow	
     Or	    TLUS 111 As the Windsong Through the Trees
Time for all Ages
I want everybody to just breath in and out…  
Can you see your breath?  Can you see each other’s breath?  Sometimes if it’s cold outside we can see our breath, but not normally.
Now close your eyes….
Put your hand in front of your face
And blow…. 
What do you feel?
So even when we can’t see something, sometimes we can feel it, so we know it’s there.
God is like that.  We can’t see God.  We can’t touch God.  But God is still there.  Sometimes we say God is with us through God’s Spirit.   Do you know what we call God’s Spirit?  The Holy Spirit.
And the Holy Spirit touches us even when we don’t feel it.  In fact the Holy Spirit is in each one of us.   Some people say our very breathing in and out is the Holy Spirit.
There are two very important stories in the Bible about the Holy Spirit.   When Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit came from heaven as a dove and landed on Jesus shoulder.  And so sometimes we use the dove as a symbol of the Holy Spirit.
The other story is the one of the holy spirit at Pentecost.  That’s what we are celebrating today.  It’s the day the Holy Spirit came on the disciples, and they found the power and courage to go out and preach the gospel.  They spoke many different languages, and everyone understood one another.   The Holy Spirit is an amazing thing.

The Word
Hymn for Illumination:  Listen, Listen God is Calling	MV 97
Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21 (you might want to use the multi voice reading below – 3 voices needed)
Reflection:  
Pentecost, the day that is often recognized as the day that the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples and all who were gathered, and the church was born.  I have no doubt that the events described in Acts were a major turning point in the birth of the early church, and I have no doubt that those who experienced the events of that day were changed.    I love Pentecost for the imagery and excitement it generates.  The images of tongues of fire and wind are powerful and show a movement of the spirit that sometimes lacks when we use another more common symbol of the spirit – the dove.  Because, just as it was that day among the disciples and all gathered, the Holy Spirit is a powerful force every day and in every place – when we are open to seeing it and hearing it.
There are many words and symbols to describe the Spirit.  In Genesis, the Spirit is the wind moving over the water and God's breath breathing life into the world.  Two of the many symbols for describing the Spirit are named in this Pentecost narrative from Acts. To explain the inexplicable, to describe the indescribable, Luke portrays the presence of the Spirit as being "like a strong, driving wind" or like "tongues as of fire." Elsewhere in the  scriptures, the presence of God's Spirit has been variously depicted as a  "dove" (Luke 3:22), as a bush burning but not consumed (Exodus 3:2) and even as "a tiny whispering sound" or a "still, small silence" (1 Kings 19:1 2).
While these are attractive symbols, it has been suggested that the ancient Irish better captured the symbolism of Pentecost.  In the Celtic tradition, the Holy Spirit is represented not as a dove, peaceful and pure, but as a wild goose! The reason behind this choice of symbol is that geese are not controllable; they make a lot of noise with their honking  and have a habit of biting those who try to contain them. They fly faster in a flock than on their own and they make excellent "guard dogs."
Like the wild goose, the uncontainable Spirit of God demands a hearing.  Its song is not always sweet and calming but is often strong, challenging and unnerving. The wild goose of Pentecost corrals people together and demands that they support and travel with one another. Those upon whom this wild goose rests are often compelled to become noisy, passionate and courageous guardians of the gospel. Forget the quiet cooing of the dove. Pentecost's Spirit honks, making demands on us that we sometimes don’t want to follow.
Honk!" shouts the Spirit of Pentecost when justice is denied, when dignity is damaged, when rights are deprived, when lives are not respected. "Honk!" sounds the Spirit, demanding that the Good News of Jesus' actions be proclaimed to all without discrimination and without holding back. It was this same Spirit that somehow enabled all who heard the disciples preach that day to understand them even when they spoke a different language.  It also forced the disciples to realize that they must proclaim the good news that Jesus had brought to them.
When I think about my own faith, and my own relationship to God, it is in fact the Holy Spirit that speaks to me most clearly.    I guess I grew up in a church where God was a fierce God, demanding repentance, exacting punishment when we didn’t toe the line.  Some of the Old Testament stories in particular, are of a God whose wrath doesn’t exactly invite one into a loving relationship.   And so for me, the Holy Spirit, is very compelling.  The Spirit which nudges and invites, the Spirit which fills me and in fact overflows in me at times, is a powerful force that brings me closer to God in ways that are powerful and persuasive.    
Not only that, but the first sermon I ever wrote was a Pentecost sermon – one I delivered some 25 years ago in my home church – before I even dreamt of becoming a minister.   Never for a minute did I imagine as I wrote that sermon that one day I’d be doing so every week.   But the Spirit was certainly at work in me that day, and in the weeks and months and years that followed, inviting, nudging, and leading me.
A great deal of attention is paid to the Spirit at Pentecost.  All of our hymns this morning sing of the Spirit.   Some of these hymns we only ever sing once a year – on Pentecost Sunday – and that’s why we never really get to know them very well.   
But you know, the Holy Spirit is always around and always has been – and not just on Pentecost.  She was around at the dawning of creation and when Ezekiel was called to prophesy to a valley of dead bones.  She was around when Jesus was baptized and she led him into the wilderness to determine if he was ready for what God was calling him to do.  Those in touch with God always feel the Spirit's presence; she is never far away, no further than your very breath..  
I wonder how many of you recall the book written a few years ago by  William P. Young – the Shack.  One of the things I loved about that book was how God (Papa in the book), Jesus and the Spirit (Sarayu) were so connected, so interwoven and so in sync with each other.  I loved how the story wove it’s way through, using all three at different times to help the main character Mac, to understand and come to terms with his relationship with God.   I loved some of the descriptions when Sarayu was the one leading Mac – the chaos in the garden, the images that she was there, but never quite able to be seen, the feel of something real and yet not fully real whenever Mac was in her presence.   It was that sense of God’s presence being real, but still a mystery – present but not totally definable or explainable.   And for me, that is God – present, but mystery, real but indescribable – a spirit or spiritual presence that accompanies us through life.
Pentecost is a time when we are reminded of the Spirit, that is God, that is Jesus.  A reminder that through the Spirit we are indeed connected to Jesus who is God, to God who is Jesus.
On that day of Pentecost so long ago, the Holy Spirit provided the energy, the inspiration and the drama to enliven a small group of disciples to move beyond their own little worlds into places they'd never imagined.  It drove them out of hiding and emboldened them to set out as Jesus had commissioned them to.  And as they did, they created the greatest movement the world has ever known.
Notice the word: "movement."  Not stay in one place; not do it the same as it's always been done, but "movement."
The disciples at Pentecost had to come from behind closed doors to meet the people where they were. That's what the church of today needs to do--to come out from its sanctuaries and its comfortable rituals to meet people where they live.  That's, of course, the difficult part.  We don't want to leave our sanctuaries or our comfortable rituals; we want to be safe and secure.  We want to hold on to what is familiar to us.  We wish things would be like they were.  But they’ll never be that way again.  The world we live in is a constantly changing place.
"Safe and secure" isn't something the Spirit's ever been.  The Spirit "honks," remember? The gift of another language that the Spirit of God brought at Pentecost was nothing less than the GIFT to proclaim the Good News in the face of a world that was bent on proclaiming a message of death. To the world, the voice of the Spirit is a jarring, confronting voice.  Yet through that voice, the disciples of Jesus found the ability to speak the truth of God in the face of loveless power.
Especially Peter.  Peter-the one who so often blurted out what he was thinking-had been unable to speak the truth in his fear that horrible day in the courtyard when he was asked if he knew Jesus.  It was Peter-the one who said he'd follow Jesus anywhere-who was nowhere to be found that day when his beloved teacher hung outside the city walls.  But on the day of Pentecost, Peter was the first to stand up and speak.  Out of that whole assembly, this cowardly one who had abandoned Jesus to the powers of death, found his voice, found the gift given to the church-the gift of proclamation.  That proclamation exposed and rebuked the lies in which people were living. Peter told the truth about what God had done in Jesus of Nazareth and was still doing.
In short, Peter found the voice of the Spirit who has always spoken truth to the powers of this world.  It was the same voice Jesus had, that exposed hypocrisy and challenged those in power to welcome a day when all would be valued, not just the few.  Jesus' voice was not a soothing, calming voice to those in power; it was a "honk."  It jarred those who didn't want to hear the voice of God but only wanted to hear their own voices.  And for his efforts, Jesus was silenced because "the powers that be" could not abide the truth of his testimony.  But the voice of truth never dies.  Whether Jesus breathed that voice directly into his disciples, as John tells it, or it came rushing on the wind with tongues of flame matters little; the point is the same: the Spirit of truth was sent by God to live within those who would follow Jesus.  And following Jesus means proclaiming a message of life.  Following Jesus means that we allow the Holy Spirit to lead us into places we might rather not go.
We, the church, need to find our voice.  We need to realize that the people of God that were formed and shaped by the Spirit on that day so long ago weren't formed and shaped for their own benefit.  They were formed and shaped for the benefit of the world-to proclaim the Good News
The Spirit of God calls each and every one of us out of our comfort zones to use our gifts and graces for the good of the world.  Working together-side by side-we can be a transforming presence in the world.
The Spirit of God calls; are you listening? Can you hear the honking? 
Amen.
Hymn:  VU 375  Spirit of Gentleness
    Or 	    MV 150  Spirit God, Be Our Breath
    Or     TLUS 150 or 151  Here in this Place


Affirmation of Faith  (excerpts from a Song of Faith)  (in Unison)
We sing of God the Spirit,
who from the beginning has swept over the face of creation,
animating all energy and matter
and moving in the human heart.
We sing of God the Spirit,
faithful and untameable,
who is creatively and redemptively active in the world.
The Spirit challenges us to celebrate the holy
not only in what is familiar,
but also in that which seems foreign.
We sing of the Spirit,
who speaks our prayers of deepest longing
and enfolds our concerns and confessions,
transforming us and the world.

Agape Meal
(adapted from UCW Agape Meal 2024)
Introduction:  
An agape meal, or Love Feast, is a Christian fellowship meal that recalls the meals Jesus shared with disciples during his ministry, and expresses the community, sharing and fellowship enjoyed by the family of Christ. Its origins in the early church are closely interconnected with the origins of the Lord’s Supper but the two became quite distinct and should not be confused with each other.
Hymn:  VU 467 One Bread, One Body
Gathering Words (responsive)
One: ‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.’ (Acts 2:42)
All: 	‘They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people.’ (Act 2 46b–47a, NIV)
One: We gather now to break bread with each other, celebrating the fellowship into which we have all been called and the love of God that binds us together.
All: 	Praise be to God!
Grace:  VU 551  For Food in a World
Passing the Bread (responsively)
One:	The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt. There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into the desert to starve this entire assembly to death.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you.” (Exodus 16:3–4, NIV)
All: Jesus said, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you bread from heaven but it is my Father who gives the true bread from heaven…” Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry.” (John 6:32, 35, NIV)
One:	We remember the one who is the Bread of Life.
The bread is shared
Passing the Cup  (responsively)
One: But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and our livestock die of thirst?” The Lord answered Moses, “…I will stand before you by the rock of Horeb. Strike the rock and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” (Exodus 17:3, 5a, 6a, NIV)
All: Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:13–14, NIV)
One: We remember the One who is the Water of Life.
	The cup is shared
Prayer of Thanks:
We give you thanks, O God, for the fellowship that we have shared today and for the fellowship we are invited to share wherever we are and with whomever we meet. May this feast of love ever remind us that all are welcomed in your presence and that each is offered your love and grace. As we have shared freely here at this table, may we be mindful of the needs of your people wherever they are and, by your Spirit, may we be guided to share your love in real and tangible ways each and every day. We pray in the name of the One who came that his joy may be in us and that our joy may be full.
Response
Offering Invitation
God has given God’s self to us
in Creator, in Christ, in the Spirit.
We now give back to God:
this money that seems so little;
this worship that seems so small;
these words that never quite get it right.
Our offering will be received.
* Doxology: What Can I Do?	MV 191 	(or use your usual Doxology)
*  Dedication
Holy One, receive what we offer
and transform it by the power of your Spirit into:
enough money,
sufficient praise,
worthy words
for proclaiming and enacting
your peace, justice, and love in the world.
Prayers of the People
Creator God, as our gathering time comes to it’s close, we pray that your Spirit may continue to move us as we move out into the world.  May we be inspired as the disciples were, to go out and proclaim the gospel, in our words and in our actions.  
As we care for the sick and lonely, as we feed the hungry, as we defend the down trodden, help us to be motivated by not only gentleness and kindness, but also by the chaos that was felt on that Pentecost so long ago.  May it inspire us to daring action in your name.
We pray for the leadership of our church as they meet this weekend in Port Elgin, that they too might feel your spirit moving among them.  
Be with us Holy Spirit as we go from this place, out into the world.  
We pray in Jesus name, as we offer the prayer that Jesus taught us.
Lord’s Prayer
Hymn:  VU 194  Filled with The Spirit’s Power
        Or  MV 156  Dance with the Spirit
Benediction
	God’s Spirit works in us and others
	Alighting us with love and grace
	Let that Spirit fill your hearts with living fire
	That you might set the world ablaze
	with the love of God, 
	the fellowship of Jesus Christ 
	and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.   Amen 
Choral Blessing:  VU 424   May the God of Hope Go With Us (or use your normal closing blessing)


Reading from Acts of the Apostles:  Acts 2 vs. 1-21
Disciple 1:  It was now 50 days since Passover, 50 days since Jesus died on the cross.
Disciple 2:  We felt so lost and alone and sad.  And then, to our disbelief and amazement, he appeared before us, alive again.
Disciple 1:  We saw him many times after that until he left us, to be fully with God.
Disciple 2:  We were filled with joy.  We sang and prayed together.  And we wondered what Jesus meant when he said he would send his Spirit to be upon us.  
Disciple 1:  Would it happen dramatically, like it did with Moses and the 70 leaders, with God coming in a cloud and making us prophesy?
Disciple 2:  Would it happen quietly, life a soft breath breathed upon us, like Jesus did when he appeared to us the first time?
Disciple 1:  Or would it be something completely different?  All we knew was that we should gather together here in Jerusalem.
Disciple 2:  And so, on the day of Pentecost, we were all in Jerusalem for the festival.  We gathered in one large room in a house.  The disciples, the women, including Jesus’ mother Mary, and his brothers, and some children were all there together.
Disciple 1:  Suddenly, from above, we heard a sound like the rush of a violent wind.  It filled the whole house where we were sitting.  And that was just the beginning! Suddenly, we saw what looked like tongues of fire appearing among us.  And a tongue rested on each person.
Disciple 2:  All of us were filled with the Holy Spirit, and we began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave us ability.  
Disciple 1:  Now, there were Jews from countries everywhere, all living in Jerusalem.  When they heard all the noise, they came to see what was going on.  They were amazed, because each one heard Jesus’ followers speaking in their own Mother tongues, their own language!
Disciple 2:  “How is this possible?”  they all wanted to know, for they recognized that we were just simple folk from Galilee and could not possibly know these other languages.
Disciple 1:  They were utterly amazed and confused and asked, “What can this mean?”
Disciple 2:  But some laughed at us and thought we were drunk. 
Disciple 1:  But then Peter stood up to speak.  Everyone was suddenly silent.  What would he say?
Peter: 	People of Judea and all you people who live in Jerusalem, listen!  Let me tell you what all of this means.  These people are not drunk, as you suppose.  After all, it is only 9 o’clock in the morning!  No, what’s happening is a fulfillment of words spoken long ago by the prophet Joel.  Listen to what he said.  
(read Acts 2:  17-21)
	17“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
     and they shall prophesy. 
19And I will show portents in the heaven above
   and signs on the earth below,
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20The sun shall be turned to darkness
   and the moon to blood,
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
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