June 24th  2025		WOW D&J 2025- 1

Minutes
June 24th 2025 at 7pm
Discipleship and Justice Commission
Western Ontario Waterways 
Regional Council
of the United Church of Canada
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
Attendance:
Roster- Members:  Andrew Hyde (Chair), Edith Coyle, Linda Peacock, Kate Ballagh-Steeper, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Kristal McGee, Ayla Mackie, Judy Jones, Dan Leaver, Megan Gilholm.
Roster- Staff Support: Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Brenna Baker, Greg Smith-Young, Krista Ford
Present- Members:  Ayla Mackie, Dan Leaver, Judy Jones, Diane Dick, Andrew Hyde, Megan Gilholm, Linda Peacock
Present- Staff Support: Krista Ford, John Egger, Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel
Agenda:
1. Acknowledgement of the Land: Diane Dick offered the Land Acknowledgement
2. Opening Prayer:  Andrew Hyde lead opening prayer
3. Appointment of Equity Monitor: Linda Peacock offered to serve as Equity Monitor for the meeting.
4. Approval of Agenda for June 24th 2025 meeting

MOTION by Diane Dick and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the agenda for the June 24th 2025 meeting as amended.
MOTION									CARRIED
									
5. Approval of Minutes from May 27th  2025 meeting

MOTION by Ayla Mackie and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the minutes of the May 27th 2025 meeting as circulated.
MOTION									CARRIED
		
							
6. Funds Available:

	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi   

	Jan 28th 2025
	$500
	$9500.00

	Honorarium for Hyeran Kim Cragg
	Jan 28th 2025
	$175
	$9325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral care for UCC 360 event
	Jan 28th 2025
	$50
	$9275.00

	Payment to SJNORC
	Feb 25th 2025
	$1000
	$8275.00

	Kids Across the Region
	Feb 25th 2025
	$500
	$7775.00

	Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat
	March 25th 2025
	$700
	$7075.00

	Recognizing Disinformation workshop
	April 22nd 2025
	$175
	$6900.00

	Thérèse Samuel – postage costs
	May 27th 2025
	$11.27
	$6888.73

	Kids Across the Region
	June 24th 2025
	$500
	$6388.73

	
	
	TOTAL
	$6388.73



Remaining funds in the Meeting Budget $3000

	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	Donation to OSHaRE in memorial of Cathy Hird’s husbands passing
	Jan 28th 2025
	$100
	$2900.00

	
	
	
	



7. Record of email votes:  None
8. Business Arising: None
9. Correspondence:
The commission received and application from Lakeshore United Church, for funding to help with sending children to camp.

MOTION by Linda Peacock and Judy Jones that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the grant application from Lakeshore United Church for $930 to come from the Ministry with Youth and Young Adult fund.
MOTION									CARRIED
10. New Business 
a. Tri Regional D&J orientation.
A gathering will be held in August at the office in Hamilton for all members of the D&J commission from any of the three regions.  The intention is that people will gather for sharing of ideas and information as it pertains to the commission.  Some training on Sharepoint will be offered as well.  It will be an overall a chance for commission members to meet in person.  More details to follow.

b. Urgent Justice issues
There was discussion about how the commission could and should handle justice issues that arise to be communicated to the wider Church. A few ideas were suggested but further reflection is needed. 

c. Here From The Beginning
Thérèse shared information about the traveling display that will be available to the region as part of the Here From The Beginning presentation.  There was discussion on how to support sharing the display within the region.  The commission has decided to help with funding for shipping costs connected to sending the display between areas.

MOTION by Megan Gilholm and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council will communicate that funds from the event budget are available to clusters to be used for shipping the Here from the Beginning display within the region.
MOTION									CARRIED
d. Disinformation Workshop

Kathy, Diane and Linda all attended the workshop and shared an overview of what they learned. A recording will be available and a link will be shared in the upcoming newsletter

e. Accessibility

Ayla raised the matter of making sure documents and meeting materials are properly accessible to all attending the meeting. It was communicated how certain document types, formatting and links are not compatible with e readers.

11. Reports: 
a. Kathy 
Kathy had previously uploaded her report to sharepoint for the commission to view.  She briefly touched on the upcoming camp accreditations.
She also brought forward a motion for some further funding to the Kids Across the Region program that happened earlier in June.  The commission had previously offered funding but the final expenses were a little higher and additional money from each region is needed.

MOTION:  Moved by Dan Leaver and Linda Peacock that the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of an additional $500 from the Events Budget for the shared cost of Kids Across the Regions.
MOTION								CARRIED

b. Thérèse  
.
Thérèse shared an update on the Grey Bruce Spiritual care council.  The future of the council is being considered and it was decided to pause the M&S grant funding that had been previously allocated to them until there is a clearer plan for their future.

c. John 

John gave an update on the M&S grant applications.  The applications are live and online for people to fill out.  The deadline for the closing of the grants has been moved ahead to late Sept rather than early Oct as in previous years.  The shift in timeline is to help meet end of year funding deadlines before the Christmas shut down.  It was suggested that the commission have discussion around conflict of interest at the Sept meeting ahead of actually reviewing the grants so that decisions can be made at the Oct meeting.

d. Executive – no report
e. United Church Women (UCW) – no report
f. Tri Regional Palestine Network – no report
g. SJNORC – no report

12. Next Meeting:
The next meeting is expected to be in late Sept, but Kate will be officially in her role as Chair so further communication regarding meeting time and agenda will come from her. 

13. Equity Check in
Linda reported the meeting was good, and reminded commission members to introduce themselves when they begin speaking and to make sure that documents are accessible to all attendees in a format that is also accessible
. 
14. Closing

	
	
	



