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Pastoral Relations Commission  
Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA  
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
 
AGENDA:   June 17th, 2025 at 10:00 AM via Zoom
  
 
Roster: 	David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Cathy Larmond (OM), Jane Sullivan (OM), Carol Stevenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM) Cait Stewart (L), James Montgomery (L), John Smith (OM), Lori Campbell (OM).
 
Staff Support: 	Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca,   
Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant, mpetick@united-church.ca   

Present:   David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Cathy Larmond (OM), Jane Sullivan (OM), Carol Stevenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), James Montgomery (L), Lena Medeiros (OM), Lori Campbell (OM), Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minster

Regrets:  John Smith (OM), Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant

[bookmark: _GoBack]Absent:   Cait Stewart (L)

Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  David Shearman, Chair
    
Opening Worship:  Cathy Larmond

Opening Motions:  

1. Approval of Corresponding Members: None

2. Approval of Agenda: As circulated or are there additions?
 
MOTION: That, having reviewed the agenda, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approve it as circulated. 

APPROVED BY CONSENSUS

3. Approval of Previous Minutes: May 20, 2025 as circulated or amended.  WOW PRC Draft Minutes 250520.docx  

MOTION: That, having reviewed the Minutes of May 20, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approve them as circulated.  

APPROVED BY CONSENSUS

4. Business Arising: None
  
5. New Business: None
 
6. LLWL Resource Team Report: - Micol Cottrell
- The new LLWL Resource Team has met and had an orientation.  The committee will begin its work in September and after that meet monthly.  There is a lot of energy and excitement for the work.  We need two lay people (not LLWLs) to serve on the resource team.  We need a member to serve on both the LLWL Resource Team and the Pastoral Relations Commission to serve as a connection between the two groups.  This can be a member of the LLWL Resource Team elected to the PR Commission, or a member of the PR Commission who wishes to serve on the LLWL Resource Team.

7. Executive Update – Cathy Larmond
· Grant requests for new grants have come in.
· Volunteer Recruitment Team added new members. TUCC representatives from WOW added.

8. Liaison Resource Update – Harry Disher and Jane Sullivan    WOW In Process Chart.xlsx
- Harry, Jane, and other commission members gave updates about liaison work with communities of faith.

Keith Blackshaw
St. Paul's, Walkerton
· have had no applicants to their posting
· have been encouraged to reach out to ministers listed on ChurchHub
· sent information on SME to them
· forwarded message to Micol looking for information about steps if they share a minister with local Presbyterian church
Grace, Thornbury
· the appointment of Rev John Smith is coming to an end this summer.
· they have explored sharing ministry with a large number of churches but have not been able to find a partner
· they have created a new Search team, their third since 2021.  Four of the five members have served on one of the previous two teams
· the new team completed the training with Micol this past Tuesday
Janet Cleave
     	
Gary Clark
Representing us at a Covenanting at Wellington Hope Springs in September.
Hopes for more notice from New Hamburg and covenanting in October.
Met with Search team at Main St., Mitchell.  Good group.  Did training on power and bias.  Shared info about Admissions candidates.  They might indeed look at these candidates.
Appoint Lena Medeiros to Parkminster
Carol Stephenson will represent us at Covenanting for Kevin Steeper, Eramosa PC
Harry Disher will represent WOW PRC at the Covenanting Services in Huron Shores, GB; Thamesview, Fullarton; and Grace, Tavistock in the fall.
Jane Sullivan updates …
Ebenezer/Mt. Carmel Morriston
Dublin St., Guelph SME outstanding

MOTION:  That the Pastoral Relations Commission appoint Lena Medeiros as liaison for Parkminster Pastoral Charge.
APPROVED BY CONSENSUS

9. Pastoral Relations Minister Update – Micol Cottrell  ARW PRC PRM report 250617.docx

Minister, Pastoral Relations Report 
  
· The Horseshoe Falls Regional Council meeting was this past weekend.   This was the third and final spring regional council meeting took place this past weekend. 
 
· Liaison gathering went well.   One of the big pieces of conversation was how our liaisons are discovering that the search process is a becoming a time of discernment for many churches around their future – move quickly to get the steps then deciding on what they can afford, amalgamation, finance questions, etc.  This will be an area for future discussion between staff and between the commissions. 
 
· 3 staff position vacancies are now passed closing dates.  The two Congregational Support Minister interviews have happened.   
 
· I will be on vacation from June 30 to July 29 


10. Consent Docket:

Consent Docket for WOW PR Commission   
Date: 2025-06-17  
  
 
Approval of appointments:   
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Wiarton Pastoral Charge and Shallow Lake Pastoral Charge, to appoint for short-term supply John Smith, OM-R, PT 30 hrs/week from 2025-09-01 to 2026-02-28 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-05-24. 
 
Approval of Calls:  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Cambridge: St. Luke’s Pastoral Charge to call Thomas Shin, OM, PT, 30 hrs/week, from 2025-09-01 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-06-04. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Grand Bend: Huron Shores Pastoral Charge, to call Nancy Knowles, OM, PT 27 hrs/week from 2025-07-01 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-06-03. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Thamesview (Fullarton) Pastoral Charge to call Young Seo, OM, PT 30 hrs/week, from 2025-07-01 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-06-03. 
 
Request for license to administer the sacraments 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of New Hamburg Pastoral Charge to grant a licence to administer the sacraments to Rebecca Whiting, DLM, according to the terms of the License to Administer the Sacraments Policy. 

MOTION:  That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the consent docket of June 17, 2025 as circulated.
APPROVED BY CONSENSUS


11. Items Outside of Consent Docket:	

i. Request of Peace United Church (ARW) and Michele Braniff (LLWL, WOW)
Request Peace United Church.pdf
MOTION: That the Pastoral Relations Commission concur with the request of Peace United Church for Michele Braniff to lead worship more than three consecutive Sundays. 
APPROVED BY CONSENSUS

ii. Egmondville Position Description
That having reviewed the position description, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council for minister, FT, for Egmondville Pastoral Charge (in collaboration with Londesborough Pastoral Charge).   
TABLED – will be considered by email following approval of collaborative ministry agreement

iii. General Council reports – David Shearman. General Council 45 | General Council | The United Church of Canada
David highlighted noted various reports and proposals going to the General Council meeting that relate to pastoral relations work and encouraged members to take a look at these items. Specifically, collaborative ministries and the Moderator and General Secretary collaboration.  https://generalcouncil.ca/councils/gc45

12. Summary Report to Executive:

· Discussion on role of liaison and search as a time of discernment
· Approval of a number of short-term supply appointments and calls
· Highlighted General Council reports and proposals
· The LLWL Resource Team had its first meeting.  Currently looking for 2 lay people (not LLWLs) for the team.
· Collaborated with ARW Pastoral Relations Commission to approve an LLWL serving more than three consecutive Sundays during a maternity leave.  LLWL is licensed by WOW, pastoral charge is in ARW.
  

Next Meeting:  September 16th 2025 at 10:00 am via ZOOM  

July and August - Email motions, meetings at the discretion of chair/staff support.

Vacations: Micol Cottrell – July, Cathy Larmond and David Shearman – August

 
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting: TBD
  
Adjournment:
 
Chair:  Having concluded its business, it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council be adjourned.
   
Meeting adjourned! 
  
 


