

April 2025
     
                                                       Executive
Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
                                                   Connecting, Supporting, Transforming

MINUTES
April 16th, 2025 9:30 a.m. 
Zoom link: https://united-church.zoom.us/j/89264072772

Roster: Jennifer Irving (President) Rebekah Duncan (President Elect), Brent Caslick (Treasurer), Dawn Blanchard (Recording Secretary), Ann Harbridge, Andrew Hyde, Beth Kerr, Cathy Larmond, Heather Leffler, Terry Smith, Brian George
Staff Support: Mark Laird (Executive Minister) Max Watkinson (Executive Assistant) 

Regrets: Dawn Blanchard, Mark Laird

Welcome and Constitution of Meeting: President Jennifer
I constitute this meeting in the name of Jesus Christ, the one true head of the Church and by the authority invested in me by Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council for whatever business may properly come before it.  
Acknowledging the Land: President Jennifer
For thousands of years, First Nations people have walked on this land; their relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. We acknowledge that collectively we are situated on the diverse traditional lands of the Petun, Anishinabewaki, Huron-Wendat peoples. Mississauga's of the New Credit, Attawondron, Aninishinabwe, Haudenesaune, the Anishinabek Nation, the people of the three fires known as the Odawa, Ojibway and Potawatomi First Nations, the Chippewas of Saugeen, the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, Attawandaron, and Anishinabeg. 

We acknowledge the enduring presence of First Nation, Métis and Inuit people on this land and are committed to moving forward in the spirit of reconciliation and respect. 

Opening Worship – President Jennifer 
[bookmark: _Toc418073763]
Opening Agreements 
Consent Docket   
A.  Enabling Actions 
1. That the proposed Agenda be approved as presented.  
2. That the minutes of the March 19th, 2025 meeting be approved as distributed.  
3. That motions be written and given to the Recording Secretary.  
The Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Executive agrees by consensus accept the consent docket as presented. 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Business Arising
1. Commission Reports
a. Pastoral Relations
Cathy Larmond reviewed the written report submitted. 



b. Discipleship and Justice
Andrew Hyde gave a brief oral report, highlighting grants and commission recruitment. 

c. Congregational Support 
Ann Harbridge gave a brief oral update from the Congregational Support Commission. 


New Business
Correspondence – Grant applications

MOTION: Ann Harbridge / Heather Leffler 
That the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Executive approve the PTCC Capital Assistance request from Parkminster UC in the amount of $105,000.
CARRIED BY CONSENSUS. 

MOTION: Heather Leffler /Ann Harbridge
That the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Executive approves the Bridging Loan request of $50,000 from Parkminster UC, recognizing that this loan includes the Regional Council's permission to this indebtedness.
CARRIED. 

MOTION: Ann Harbridge / Andrew Hyde 
That the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Executive approve the Bridging Loan – Matching Grant request from Glen Morris UC in the amount of $ 50,000.
CARRIED. 

Greetings from WOWRC video for General Council 45
Asked for suggestions for elements to incorporate into video that represent the region. 

Table Displays at Spring Meeting
Conversation was had about the various table display requests that have come through for the upcoming Spring meeting. 

M&S Offering of $100 for each Retiree
MOTION: Rebekah Duncan/Ann Harbridge
That the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Executive agrees to donate $100 to M&S in each retiree’s name at the upcoming Spring Regional Council meeting. The funds will be paid from the Executive Events budget. 
CARRIED. 

Next Regular Meeting: May 21

Special meeting: Spring Regional Council Meeting May 2 & 3

Future Meetings: June 18, July 16(?), August 20(?), September 17, October 15, November 19

All meetings are scheduled the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted. 

Meeting adjourned 11:55 a.m. 




