May 27th 2025		WOW D&J 2025- 1

Minutes
May 27th 2025 at 7pm
Discipleship and Justice Commission
Western Ontario Waterways 
Regional Council
of the United Church of Canada
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
Attendance:
Roster- Members:  Andrew Hyde (Chair), Edith Coyle, Linda Peacock, Kate Ballagh-Steeper, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Kristal McGee, Ayla Mackie, Judy Jones, Dan Leaver, Megan Gilholm.
Roster- Staff Support: Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Brenna Baker, Greg Smith-Young, Krista Ford
Present- Members:  Linda Peacock, Kristal McGee, Andrew Hyde, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Judy Jones, Ayla Mackie
Present- Staff Support: Kathy Douglas, Krista Ford, Therese Samuel
Agenda:
1. Acknowledgement of the Land  - Andrew offered opening land acknowledgement.
2. Opening Prayer  - Andrew offered opening prayer, and invited everyone to introduce themselves.
3. Appointment of Equity Monitor – everyone will serve in this role

4. Approval of Agenda for  May 27th 2025 meeting

MOTION by Linda Peacock and John Adeyemi that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the agenda as amended to include a piece about accessibility under New Business.
MOTION								CARRIED
									
5. Approval of Minutes from April 22nd  2025 meeting

MOTION by Linda Peacock and Kristal McGee that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the minutes of the April 22nd 2025 meeting as circulated
MOTION								CARRIED
									
6. Funds Available:
Remaining funds in the Events Budget $10000 (not including recent email vote)


	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi   

	Jan 28th 2025
	$500
	$9500.00

	Honorarium for Hyeran Kim Cragg
	Jan 28th 2025
	$175
	$9325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral care for UCC 360 event
	Jan 28th 2025
	$50
	$9275.00

	Payment to SJNORC
	Feb 25th 2025
	$1000
	$8275.00

	Kids Across the Region
	Feb 25th 2025
	$500
	$7775.00

	Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat
	March 25th 2025
	$700
	$7075.00

	Recognizing Disinformation workshop
	April 22nd 2025
	$175
	$6900.00

	Therese Samuel – postage costs
	May 27th 2025
	$11.27
	$6888.73

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	$6888.73



Remaining funds in the Meeting Budget $3000

	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	Donation to OSHaRE in memorial of Cathy Hird’s husbands passing
	Jan 28th 2025
	$100
	$2900.00

	
	
	
	



7. Record of email votes: None
8. Business Arising: None
9. Correspondence
a. Westminster Orangeville
The commission received a request from Westminster Orangeville to re allocate part of the M&S Grant funding they were approved for last fall for the 2025 year. Other funding they applied for fell through so it would be helpful for them to use the grant funding.

MOTION  by Kristal McGee and Diane Dick that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request for reallocation of funding for Westminster Orangeville out of their 2025 Mission Support Grant.
MOTION							CARRIED

Andrew will follow up with them directly to let them know the commission’s decision.

b. Grant application from Trinity United Church
Trinity United Church in Guelph submitted an application for the Ministry with Youth and Young Adult fund to support costs connected with their 100 Anniversary celebrations, in hopes of engaging with youth and young adults in the community.  There was discussion on how much the commission would consider giving as there was no formal figured asked for in the application.

MOTION by John Adeyemi and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve a grant of $1500 to Trinity United Church in Guelph to be used for the 100 Anniversary celebrations.  This is to be paid out of the Ministry with Youth and young adult fund.
MOTION							CARRIED

c. Grant application from St. Mary’s United Church
St. Mary’s United Church in St. Mary’s submitted an application for the Ministry with Youth and Young Adult fund to support costs connected with running a Vacation Bible school over the Summer. 

MOTION by Kristal McGee and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve a grant of $1500 to St. Mary’s United Church in St. Marys to be used for the Vacation Bible School program to be offered in the Summer of 2025. This is to be paid out of the Ministry with Youth and Young Adult fund.
MOTION							CARRIED
10. New Business 
a. Accessibility
Ayla shared her experience about accessibility from the Spring regional meeting.  She commented that while there were accommodations made for physical accessibility needs, social accessibility was lacking.  She encouraged the commission and the wider region to look into ways to be more socially engaging with those with disabilities at in person gatherings.

11. Reports: 

a. Kathy 
There was no report from Kathy this time but she did mention the upcoming Kids Across the Region event and the Stratford field trip being planned. 
Kathy also wanted to raise up concerns about the future of Camps – and get people thinking about how do we maintain our Camps in the future.
b. Thérèse  
Therese’s report has been uploaded to sharepoint.  She wanted to draw to everyone’s attention the upcoming workshop on disinformation that will be held on June 24th at 10 am.  She encouraged people to register and attend.
There is a strawberry thanksgiving even being held on June 14th.
She also asked for a motion to reimburse costs to mail out some pride flags.

MOTION by Ayla Mackie and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional approve the expense of $11.27 to cover costs associated to mailing Pride Flags.  This expense is to be paid to Therese Samuel who has submitted a receipt for this amount.
MOTION								CARRIED

c. John – no report
d. Executive
Andrew gave a brief summary that most of the recent work of the executive has been around many of the new funds that have been set up in the region and processing applications connected to those.
e. United Church Women (UCW) – No report
f. Tri Regional Palestine Network – No report
g. SJNORC – No report

12. Next Meeting  June 14th 2025 at 7pm
13. Closing

