April 22nd 2025	                                                                                       WOW D&J 2025-1

Minutes
April 22nd 2025 at 7pm
Discipleship and Justice Commission
Western Ontario Waterways 
Regional Council
of the United Church of Canada
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming
Attendance:
Roster- Members:  Andrew Hyde (Chair), Edith Coyle, Linda Peacock, Kate Ballagh-Steeper, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Kristal McGee, Ayla Mackie
Roster- Staff Support: Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Brenna Baker, Greg Smith-Young, Krista Ford
Present- Members:  Diane Dick, Kristal McGee, Linda Peacock, Andrew Hyde, Kate Ballagh-Steeper, John Adeyemi, Ayla Mackie, Edith Coyle
Present- Staff Support: Krista Ford, John Egger, Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel
Agenda:
1. Acknowledgement of the Land - Andrew
2. Opening Prayer - Andrew
3. Appointment of Equity Monitor – Ayla offered to serve in this role

4. Approval of Agenda for April 22nd 2025 meeting

MOTION by Linda Peacock and Kristal McGee that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the agenda as amended.
MOTION								CARRIED
									
5. Approval of Minutes from March 25th 2025 meeting

MOTION by Edith Coyle and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the minutes of the March 25th 2025 meeting as corrected.
MOTION								CARRIED
									
6. Funds Available:
Remaining funds in the Events Budget $10000 (not including recent email vote)


	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi   

	Jan 28th 2025
	$500
	$9500.00

	Honorarium for Hyeran Kim Cragg
	Jan 28th 2025
	$175
	$9325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral care for UCC 360 event
	Jan 28th 2025
	$50
	$9275.00

	Payment to SJNORC
	Feb 25th 2025
	$1000
	$8275.00

	Kids Across the Region
	Feb 25th 2025
	$500
	$7775.00

	Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat
	March 25th 2025
	$700
	$7075.00

	Recognizing Disinformation workshop
	April 22nd 2025
	$175
	$6900.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	$6900.00



Remaining funds in the Meeting Budget $3000

	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	Donation to OSHaRE in memorial of Cathy Hird’s husbands passing
	Jan 28th 2025
	$100
	$2900.00

	
	
	
	



7. Record of email votes: 
MOTION: Moved by (Diane Dick / Ayla Mackie) that the Western Ontario Waterways Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of up to $1228 from the Ministry with Children, Youth, and Young Adults fund for the Children and Youth Leader Retreat. CARRIED BY EMAIL VOTE.

8. Staff report from Thérèse

As Thérèse needs to leave the meeting early, she was asked to give her staff report at this time ahead of other business. 
Her report had been uploaded to Sharepoint previously but she shared the information about the election resources that are also being shared in the Newsletter.
She also shared about an upcoming workshop for the World Association of Christian Communication and asked for funding support.

MOTION:  Moved by Ayla Mackie and John Adeyemi that the Western Ontario Waterways Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of $175 from the 2025 Events Budget for an online workshop called, “Recognizing Disinformation and Misinformation”, presented by the World Association for Christian Communication.    
MOTION                                                                		 CARRIED   

Kristal asked about a summary of the event for those who are unable to attend, that perhaps a report can be brought back to the commission.

9. Business Arising

a.	Roster and roles
Andrew reminded the commission that he would be coming off as Chair after the WOW Regional meeting and that Edith’s term is also complete.

Andrew also shared that Kate Ballagh-Steeper has expressed interest to step into the chair position.  However she will be having some time off for a short medical leave and it was proposed that Andrew would continue on as Chair until Kate is able to resume the role full time.

MOTION by John Adeyemi and Diane Dick that the Western Ontario Waterways Discipleship and Justice Commission appoint Kate Ballagh-Steeper as the new Chair of the commission for the Region.
MOTION						Carried

MOTION by Kristal McGee and John Adeyemi that the Western Ontario Waterways Discipleship and Justice Commission approve extending Andrew’s term until Kate returns from medical leave.
MOTION							Carried

b.	Go Project Application received. 

MOTION by Kate Ballagh-Steeper and John Adeyemi that the Western Ontario Waterways Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the grant application for $5000, for the Go Project to be paid from the Ministry for Youth and Young Adult fund.
MOTION							Carried

c. 	Linda provided and update from the group that had been reviewing the M&S grant applications and process.  She shared that the applications will be all online this year and the form is easy to use.  This change should make reviewing the applications faster as they will all be in the same format and should cut down on Staff time. There will also be changes to the deadline, which will be moved up to the end of September to give more time to do reviews before financial decisions are needed to be made.

10. Correspondence:  
Avondale United Church submitted an application for a Youth weekend event in Stratford.

MOTION by Kate Ballagh-Steeper and Linda Peacock that the Western Ontario Waterways Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the application from Avondale United Church for $1700 to run the “finding your Playce weekend” to be paid from the Ministry with Youth and Young Adult fund.
MOTION							Carried

Kathy submitted an application for funding to cover the costs of Youth Forum and sending youth from the region to GC45.

MOTION by John Adeyemi and Diane Dick that the Western Ontario Waterway Discipleship and Justice commission approve the grant application of $2100 for Youth Forum, to be paid out of the Ministry with Youth and Young Adult Fund.
MOTION							Carried
Pine River United Church submitted an application for funding to support a youth trip to Zimbabwe. 

MOTION by Kate Ballagh-Steeper and Linda Peacock that the Western Ontario Waterway Discipleship and Justice commission approve the grant application for $10,000 to Pine River United Church for a Youth trip to Zimbabwe.
MOTION							Carried
A Letter was received by the commission from Lillian Patey asking for support forming a Tri Regional Palestine Network.  It was decided that a section would be added to the Agenda for reporting from this network if representatives from the commission want to join the Network and report back.   Andrew will reach out to Lillian and share this news and ask if representatives of the Palestine Network want to join the commission.


11. Reports: 

a. Kathy  - Kathy had previously uploaded her report to Sharepoint and offered to answer questions if there were any.

b. Thérèse  see above under section #8

c. John – no report

d. Executive -  Andrew shared that the last meeting there was discussion about some of the funds that are being set up in the region to help with different projects.  There will be more information on these funds and how to access them in the near future.

e. United Church Women (UCW)  Edith shared that the UCW annual meeting will be in Kincardine on April 28th and there are approximately 40 people registered to attend in person.

f. SJNORC – no report	

12. Next Meeting Tues May 27th 7pm

13. Report from Equity monitor – good report, overall it was a good meeting

14. Closing

