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Pastoral Relations Commission   
Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council   
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA   
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
  
MINUTES:   May 20, 2025 10:00 AM  via Zoom 



Roster: David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Cathy Larmond (OM), Jane Sullivan (OM), Carol Stevenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM) Cait Stewart (L), James Montgomery (L), Lori Campbell (OM), John Smith (OM)
  
Staff Support: Rev. Micol Cottrell, Pastoral Relations Minister mcottrell@united-church.ca,    
Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant, mpetick@united-church.ca    
 
Present:    David Shearman (OM) (Chair), Cathy Larmond (OM), Jane Sullivan (OM), Carol Stevenson (L), Harry Disher (OM), Lena Medeiros (OM), John Smith (OM), James Montgomery (L)
 
Regrets:   Lori Campbell, Michele Petick, Administrative Assistant
 
Absent:    Cait Stewart (L)
 
Welcome, and Constitute Meeting, Acknowledging the Land:  David Shearman, Chair 
     
Opening Worship:  David Shearman, Chair
 
Opening Motions:   
 
1. Approval of Corresponding Members: 
 
2. Approval of Agenda:  As circulated or are there additions? 
  
MOTION
That, having reviewed the agenda, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approve it as circulated.
Approved by Consensus 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes: WOW PRC Draft Minutes 250415.docx

MOTION 
That, having reviewed the Minutes of April 15, 2025, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, approve them as amended.
Approved by Consensus
 
4. Business Arising: None
 
5. New Business:
 
 Welcoming of new members: John Smith, Lori Campbell
 
A. LLWL Resource Team Report: Micol Cottrell
· First meeting on Monday May 26th, 2025
· LLWL’s had an excellent Day Away, many thanks to Mount Forest for organizing the success of the day
 
B. Executive Update – Cathy Larmond
· New financial grants/bridging loans submitted and approved
· Donated to M&S for each retiree from the WOWRC Spring Meeting
 
C. Liaison Resource Update – Micol Cottrell, Jane Sullivan & Harry Disher

MOTION:  That the list of liaisons, as presented, be approved by the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Pastoral Relations Commission.

	Kincardine
	
	Harry Disher

	James St. Palmerston
	
	John Benham 

	Egmondville
	
	Cathy Larmond

	Huron Shores
	
	Harry Disher

	Thamesview
	
	Harry Disher

	Main St., Mitchell
	
	Gary Clark


Agreed by Consensus

MOTION
That the list of new liaison appointments made by the liaison coordinators be received for information by the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council Pastoral Relations Commission.
Agreed by Consensus

D. Pastoral Relations Minister Update – Micol Cottrell PRM Report May 2025.docx

Pastoral Relations Minister Report  
May 2025 
 
· Work continues on the Liaison training including coming up with information packs to provide to congregations at different steps along in the search process. 
· At a recent liaison gathering one liaison volunteered to help create flowcharts for the search process.
· The position description for Kevin Steeper’s position for all three regions has been approved and is posted here. Will include half time Pastoral Support and financial support, support M&P committees, liaisons, and search teams. 
· Regional council season has started.   This year there are three regional council meetings.  Thank you to Michele and other administrative staff who do so much to get these meetings ready.  Please remember that in the weeks leading up to regional council meetings responses may be slower. 
· Celebration of Ministry Service 
· Rebecca Whiting, currently serving at Westminster United Church, Waterloo will be recognized as a DLM at the spring Antler River Watershed Regional Council Meeting and will be serving at New Hamburg Pastoral Charge. 

 
E. Consent Docket: WOW PRC Consent Docket 250520.docx
Consent Docket for WOW PR Commission   
Date:  5/20/2025

  
MOTIONS: 
Request for Change of Pastoral Relations:   
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of William “Bill” Bruce, OM, to update the date of a change of pastoral relationship from Trinity Annan United Church from 2025-12-31 to 2025-07-31 from for the purpose of retirement.  
 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of Andrew “Drew” Maxwell, OM, for a change of pastoral relationship from St. Jacob’s: Calvary Evangelical Pastoral Charge, effective 2026-02-01 for the purpose of retirement. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of Elizabeth “Beth” Kerr, DM, for a change of pastoral relationship from the collaborative ministry of Listowel: Trinity Pastoral Charge and Atwood Pastoral Charge effective August 15, 2025 to accept a call at Collingwood: Trinity Pastoral Charge  
 
 
Appointment of Liaisons:   
   
Approval of new appointments:   
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of New Hamburg Pastoral Charge, to provisionally appoint Rebecca Whiting, Candidate, 20 hrs/week, from 2025-07-01 to 2030-07-01 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-05-14 and that Rebecca Whiting be granted a sacrament license. 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Allenford/Park Head Pastoral Charge, to renew the appointment of Gerald Hofstetter, OM-R, PT, 24 hrs/week, from 2025-09-01 to 2027-12-31 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-05-01. 
 
Approval of Calls:  
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council concur with the request of Collingwood: Trinity Pastoral Charge, to call Elizabeth “Beth” Kerr, DM, FT, from 2025-08-15 according to the terms agreed to in ChurchHub on 2025-05-15 and that Beth Kerr be granted a sacrament license. 
 
Request for LLWL to lead more than 3 consecutive Sundays: 
 
That the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of Ayr: Knox Pastoral Charge to allow Tammy Oswick, LLWL, to provide pulpit supply beyond 3 consecutive weeks from June 30 to September 29, 2025. 
 
Agreed by Consensus
 
Policies: 
Regional Council Policies can be found at: Toolkits - Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council. 
 
· Microsoft Word - Licence to Administer Sacraments Policy (AWRC HR Commission) 
· Microsoft Word - LLWL Policy and Guidelines Handbook (WOWRC HR Commission) 
· Microsoft Word - Appointments Policy (WOWRC HR Commission) 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
F. Items Outside of Consent Docket: 
Received after Friday:
· RCPR Rebecca Whiting Westminster Waterloo 250520.docx
MOTION: That the Human Resources Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of Rebecca Whiting, candidate, for a change of pastoral relationship from Waterloo:  Westminster Pastoral Charge, effective 2025-06-24 to accept a provisional appointment at New Hamburg Pastoral Charge.
Agreed by Consensus

· RCPR Jane Sullivan Creemore New Lowell PC 250520.pdf
MOTION: That the Human Resources Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the request of Jane Sullivan, OM, for a change of pastoral relationship from Creemore New Lowell Pastoral Charge, effective 2025-12-31 for the purpose of retirement.
Agreed by Consensus 

· Kincardine
PD SME Kincardine PC 250520.docx

MOTION: That, having reviewed the position description, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the position for SME Candidate or Minister, PT 25 hrs/week for Kincardine Pastoral Charge pending removal of percentages.
Agreed by Consensus
  
 - Position Description Main Street

MOTION: That, having reviewed the position description, the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the position for minister, FT, Main Street United, Mitchell, removal of driver's license, pending clarification of type of minister (read’s ordained), explanation tech support and involvement, removal of benevolent fund reference, clarity of Sunday morning worship.
Agreed by Consensus

G. Summary Report to Executive:
· Welcome to new members of the Commission, John Smith and Lori Campbell.
· LLWL’s meeting and should be ready and trained by the Fall 2025.
· Liaisons working with 28 pastoral charges.
 
 
   
 
 
Next Meeting:  June 17, 2025 at 10:00 am via ZOOM

Regrets: James Montgomery, John Smith, Michele Petick
  
Worship/Closing Prayers for the next meeting: Cathy Larmond

Adjournment: 
  
Chair:  Having concluded its business, it is agreed that the Pastoral Relations Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council be adjourned. 
    
Meeting adjourned!  
 

