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Minutes
March 25th 2025 at 7pm
Discipleship and Justice Commission
Western Ontario Waterways 
Regional Council
of the United Church of Canada
Connecting, Supporting, Transforming

Attendance:
Roster- Members:  Andrew Hyde (Chair), Edith Coyle, Linda Peacock, Kate Ballagh-Steeper, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Kristal McGee, Ayla Mackie
Roster- Staff Support: Kathy Douglas, Thérèse Samuel, John Egger, Brenna Baker, Greg Smith-Young, Krista Ford
Present- Members:  Kate Ballagh-Steeper, Andrew Hyde, Kristal McGee, John Adeyemi, Diane Dick, Ayla Mackie, Linda Peacock, Edith Coyle
Present- Staff Support: Krista Ford, Kathy Douglas, Therese Samuel
1. Acknowledgement of the Land  

Andrew Offered Land Acknowledgement

2. Opening Prayer 
Andrew opened the meeting with prayer

3. Appointment of Equity Monitor
For this meeting it was asked that everyone serve as this role.

4. Approval of Agenda for March 25th 2025 meeting

MOTION by Kate Ballagh-Steeper and Linda Peacock that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the agenda as distributed.
MOTION							Carried
									
5. Approval of Minutes from Feb 25th 2025 meeting – with correction

MOTION by Diane Dick and Kate Ballagh-Steeper that the Discipleship and Justice Commission of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council approve the minutes of the Feb 25th 2025 meeting as corrected.
MOTION							Carried
									
6. Funds Available:

Remaining funds in the Events Budget $10000 (not including recent email vote)


	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	UCC 360 Antiracism Program – Alcris Limongi   

	Jan 28th 2025
	$500
	$9500.00

	Honorarium for Hyeran Kim Cragg
	Jan 28th 2025
	$175
	$9325.00

	Honorarium for Equity and Pastoral care for UCC 360 event
	Jan 28th 2025
	$50
	$9275.00

	Payment to SJNORC
	Feb 25th 2025
	$1000
	$8275.00

	Kids Across the Region
	Feb 25th 2025
	$500
	$7775.00

	Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat
	March 25th 2025
	$700
	$7075.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	$7075.00





Remaining funds in the Meeting Budget $3000

	Description of Event/program
	Date Approved
	Amount approved
	Remaining balance

	Donation to OSHaRE in memorial of Cathy Hird’s husbands passing
	Jan 28th 2025
	$100
	$2900.00

	
	
	
	



7. Record of email votes:  none



8. Correspondence:  
The commission received a letter from Kairos inviting local congregations to form their own groups or connect with groups already formed in their area.

Andrew will send a note to Michele to include something in the newsletter to inform people of the suggestions.

There were several Grant applications received for the Ministry with Youth and Young Adults fund. There was some general discussion about the grants received and missing information and or documents needed in order to properly review and approve the grant request.

It was decided that Kathy Douglas would get in touch with Kelly Moores for more information and the application for a Youth leader retreat would be approved by email vote.

An invitation would be extended to Alana Martin to come to a future meeting and give a presentation on the Go Project for the commission to consider their request.

The grant application from Port Elgin United church for Zoe Wolfe was reviewed.

MOTION by Kate Ballagh-Steeper and Diane Dick that the Western Ontario Waterways RC Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the grant request from Port Elgin United Church for $3800 to support a kids in the kitchen program to be run by Zoe Wolfe.  This is to be paid out of the Ministry with Youth and Young Adults fund.
MOTION							Carried

9. Reports: 
a. Kathy  
Kathy had previously uploaded her report to Sharepoint for the commission to review, she invited anyone to ask questions if they had any.

Kathy also brought forward a request for funding for the Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat.

MOTION Moved by Linda Peacock and John Adeyemi that the Western Ontario Waterways RC Discipleship and Justice Commission approve the allocation of up to $350 from the Events Budget for 2 participants (up to $700 in total) for Registration and Travel costs to attend The Great Lakes Collaborative Retreat, August 24-26, 2025 in Michigan, US.  Once registered participants will submit receipts for reimbursement up to a maximum of $350 CND each.
MOTION							Carried

b. Thérèse
Therese offered a recap of the UCC360 anti racism event that was held last month and reminded the commission of the Pride flags that were at the office still to be used for something.

There will be resources available to Church in relation to the Election happening the end of April.  Information will be shared in the newsletter.

c. John – no report

d. Executive 
Andrew shared that Bridgeport United Church in Kitchener will be having their final	service the end of July.

He also shared that Kevin Steeper has taken a position at Eromosa United Church and that the region will be hiring for a new Pastoral Support Minister.

There will be no celebration of ministry at the spring meeting as there are no Celebrants.

e. United Church Women (UCW) 
Edith shared that there is lots of planning for the annual meeting taking place in Kincardine on April 28th.

f. SJNORC
John Adeyemi reported that the group has been involved in programs encouraging church members to vote in the upcoming election. 
There is plan to have the SJNORC connect with Kairos groups.

10. Business Arising 
Andrew spoke about how the commission will use their 30 mins at the Spring Annual meeting. It was discussed how that time could be used to further the conversation about M&S grant priorities. It serves as a chance to remind the region of the current priorities and how those priorities impact the decision of the grants. Ayla offered to speak for the commission if there was a need.

11. New Business none		

12. Next Meetings 
Tues. April 22, 7pm Zoom

13. Report from Equity monitor – there was a general check in and everyone was appreciative of how the meeting was run.

14. Closing 

