May 4, 2025
Third Sunday of Easter
Sunday of WOW Regional Meeting
Acts 9: 1-6 & John 21: 1-19

This order of worship has been prepared for you by the Worship Team from the Western Ontario Waterways Regional meeting to be used by congregations on Sunday, May 4th so that clergy may focus their energies this week on preparation for, and attendance at, the meeting. Please feel free to adjust this order to your own preferred order of service, or use selected parts as required.

Words of Welcome:
Welcome to worship this 3rd Sunday of the Easter season. 
Our regional reps, staff and clergy 
have been going about the work of the larger church 
either online or in Port Elgin for the last few days. 
We give thanks for God’s guidance in their deliberations. 
(May add notes about decisions etc here)

Processional/Opening Hymn: VU #326 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Lighting of Christ Candle: 
As Saul neared Damascus on his journey, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
We light this candle to symbolize the Light of Christ who met him on his way, 
and who meets us this day, as we gather for worship. Thanks be to God.

Territorial Acknowledgement (responsive):
Welcome to worship this day, in the name of municipality, 
here in Ontario, Canada. 
Those place-names reverberate in our hearts. 
          Ontario evolved from the Iroquois word for ‘sparkling waters’, 
          suitable for this province of 250,000 freshwater lakes.
Canada is a Wendat-Iroquoian word meaning ‘village’ or ‘settlement,’ 
a place where people gathered in community.
            When we use these words, we acknowledge that 
             long before settlers reached these lands, 
             they were inhabited by various peoples who lived, 
             worked and worshiped upon them.  
Land and community are sacred, Holy and inextricably linked.  
             This community is thankful for the use of this land 
             and promises to responsibly and respectfully care for it 
              as treaty people, in the spirit of truth and reconciliation.

(if your municipality also has a name of Indigenous origin, feel free to include a mention of its meaning)
Call to Worship: (Responsive) (based on John 21:15–19)
Children of God, do you love the God who hovered 
over the face of the deep and called the worlds into being?
Yes, you know that we do.
Then feed God’s children.
Children of God, do you love the God who was revealed 
in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ?
Yes, you know that we do.
Then take care of God’s children.
Children of God, do you love the God who breathes 
new life into us even as we gather this day?
Yes, you know that we do.
Then feed God’s children.
Christ calls us to demonstrate our love in service.
               Come, let us worship our God!
adapted from: Katherine Hawker. Used with permission
Posted on https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2013/03/call-to-worship-john-21-15-19.html. 

Prayer of Approach/Gathering Prayer: (Unison)
O God of all our days,
we come this morning with eager anticipation. 
We seek to know you, to see you, to touch you.
Open our hearts, that we might experience you anew.
Open our lives, that we may be faithful witnesses to your resurrection.
May we, with shouts of joy,
proclaim your steadfast, liberating love to all people, everywhere. Amen.
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/2506/worship-elements-march-31-2024

Passing the Peace: 
After Jesus died, the disciples were distraught, so they returned to what they knew, back to the old ways – they went fishing. But they couldn’t catch a thing. A man appeared on the shore, and said, “try it a different way!”  They cast their nets to the other side, and were overloaded by the abundant haul.  They came ashore and met their risen teacher who said, “My peace I give to you.”  Let us offer the peace of the resurrected Christ to one another.

A Time for All Ages/Wondering Time/Children’s Time:
Peter Learns – either from Ralph Milton “Family Story Bible” page 267
Or his “Lectionary Story Bible Year C” page 125
Prayer: Help, Thanks, Wow 

Children’s Hymn:  VU #567 Will You Come and Follow Me? (play follow the leader in the aisles)  or alt VU #345 Come, Children, Join to Sing


Prayer of Confession: (responsive)
Lord, save us from ourselves.
We continue to do the same things over and over, 
expecting different results.
Lord, save us from doing too much.
We go fishing every day, 
not noticing you waiting with a meal on the beach. 
Lord, save us from doing too little.
We say we love you, 
and yet so often we neglect your sheep.
Lord, save us from ourselves.
Help us to hear and respond when you say, "Follow Me."
~ written by Rev. Nathan Decker. Posted on the United Methodist Church’s General Board of Discipleship website. http://www.gbod.org/

Assurance:
Disciples in Christ, the God of Grace is ever ready to fill our nets.
Our God loves extravagantly.
We are seen, we are loved, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Prayer of Illumination:  MV #97 Listen, God is Calling or
Gracious God, open our hearts and minds, our eyes and ears, 
to Christ’s light as once Saul did. Amen

Scriptures:  Acts 9:1-6 & John 21:1-19

Hymn: VU #563 Jesus, You have Come to the Lakeshore
Reflection (see end of document)
Affirmation of Faith: (Unison)
We believe in a loving and generous God, 
the font of every blessing, the source of all we have. 
God’s very breath gives us life. 
God’s love gives us courage and strength, healing and compassion. 
Our Creator cares for us like a loving parent 
who feeds our spirits, our minds, and our bodies. 
We give thanks for the earth’s abundance, given freely by Creator to all.
We admit there are times when we want more, even when we have more than we need. 
We pray that God will create in us new hearts 
to love our neighbours as much as we love ourselves. 
Knowing that our abundance can meet others’ needs,
we share our time, talents, treasures, tissue and testimony. 
God’s abundance is enough. Amen.
―adapted from: “Liturgy for a Labor Sunday Service” by the Rev. Ed Middleton, Cocoa Beach Community Church, United Church of Christ. Used with permission.
Ministry of Music, Choral Offering:

Invitation to the Offering:
Christ has risen! And in the midst of our routine lives, we are asked to tend his sheep. But it just seems to be getting harder these days. 
Some days, it may seem all we can do to tend to those close to us. Yet Christ is there. He asks us to keep going, to renew our awareness of God’s presence in our lives, and to give generously and freely. We may never know how much our gifts are multiplied or how far they reach, and for that reason we should never be surprised at what God can do with them. Let us present our offering.

Doxology: VU #542 We Give You But Your Own (or whatever your CoF uses)

Offertory Prayer: (Unison)
Jesus, you ask us to tend your sheep, wherever we may encounter them, 
so we offer our gifts and those given through PAR and online to do just that. Amen.
Invitation and Offertory Prayer from United Church of Canada, Called to Be the Church, The Journey, from January-June 2025)

Hymn: VU #400: Lord, Listen to your Children Praying

Prayers of the Thanksgiving & Concern: 
(please adapt for your community, current events etc)
Gracious and Loving God;
We come to you in prayer in community this day.
We pray for your church, our global family in Christ. We pray for the bold discipleship, daring justice and deep spirituality of the United Church of Canada, and we especially hold in prayer today the work of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council.
We pray for the people and the leaders of all the nations. Lord, this is a time of polarization and mistrust, and we pray for your Spirit to lead to reconciliation among those who make decisions. Guide them to consider the way that is best for all your children, offering your justice and peace.
Compassionate One, we pray for all those who suffer. Warm the heart of humanity, so we may be led away from prejudice, greed and violence. Inspire us to boldly strive for freedom for all who are oppressed, marginalized, mistreated or imprisoned. 
Creator God, we pray for your Creation, formed by your abundant love. We pray for the land, the seas and the skies that are your gifts to us, and for which we are to steward with wisdom and care. Help us to make wise use of these gifts, knowing that there is enough for all.
Source of healing and hope, we pray for all those who are facing difficult diagnoses, treatment battles, loneliness or bereavement. Merciful Lord, we bring to you now those concerns and joys that rest on our hearts, into this time of silent prayer, with sighs too deep for words. (silent prayer)  Let us continue to pray, saying: 
The Lord’s Prayer: (Unison)

Hymn:  VU #562 Jesus Calls Us

Commissioning/Benediction:
Go from this place, to love as Peter loved,
drawing more and more people into the circle of our embrace.
Go to love as Jesus loved,
and by this be known as his disciples.
(adapted from Karen Boivin, gathering worship, L/E 2025, page 49)
And as you go,
May God our Creator who blesses us abundantly,
Christ our Shepherd who loves us deeply,
And the Holy Spirit who animates us for service,
Go with us this day, and every day.
Go in peace. Amen.

Postlude 

Reflection for May 4 Third Sunday of Easter, written by Rev. Dyanne Marlok 
  I invite you to consider the following unplanned encounter with nature. It’s after dinner on a warm spring evening. The sun has set and soon stars will be twinkling in the sky. On the drive back home from a wonderful day by the lake, fields pass by on either side. In the distance there is a light from an approaching car. A large deer suddenly appears, damaging your vehicle. The deer is seriously injured. Standing by the driver’s door, you are visibly distraught while also feeling grateful that no one in the car was injured. As a result of this encounter, you decide to change how you drive on that stretch of road in the future. Maybe you drive a little slower or drive a little more attentively while watching out for deer warning signs. Changes intentionally occur.
  Saul, a main character in today’s reading from Acts, is a Pharisee seeking to harm anyone who follows the teachings of Jesus. Saul is travelling with letters providing permission to arrest the followers of this preacher. On the road to Damascus Saul has an encounter with the Risen Christ. Jesus specifically chose Saul. As a result of this amazing encounter, Saul of all people becomes a follower of Jesus. The ways in which Saul lives his life and how he interacts with others are forever changed. Many know Saul by another name, Paul, the writer of several letters in the New Testament. Paul, who becomes a faithful and inspiring follower of Jesus.
  In today’s Gospel reading, a grieving Simon Peter decides to go fishing in the Sea of Tiberias. His friends follow him. Throughout the night their net remains empty. A man on the shore tells them to change what they are doing. He tells them to shift their nets to the other side. They listen. Together, these disciples try a new thing. Their nets become filled with fish.  After listening to his advice and seeing the result, they realize this individual is not like them. They are conversing with the Risen Christ. He is visiting with them, yet again.
    Reflecting on the ebbs and flows of our faith communities and our individual lives, are their times when we are so distracted by daily tasks and disagreements that we do not hear Christ calling us to try something new? It can take courage to respond when Christ calls us to do ministry in new ways.
   As they come ashore, there Jesus is cooking fish over a fire. In this encounter Jesus is doing a routine human activity of cooking fish and yet his appearance on the shore with the disciples is something only God can achieve. Although he is already grilling fish, he asks his friends to also share some of their recently caught fish. Perhaps he is showing and reminding them that their contributions are important.
     In our own lives, Christ is still gently and kindly inviting us to work with him. Our contributions are important too.
[bookmark: _Hlk195002958]     After their breakfast of fish and bread eaten on the shore by the sea, Jesus speaks with Peter. Peter, who days earlier denied knowing him and who lacked the courage to help Jesus when he greatly needed it. After his arrest Peter denied the Prince of Peace three times. Here, by the water with the lingering aromas of the fried fish still wafting in the air, Jesus talks with this disciple and asks him three times- Do you love me?  Peter, who like the other disciples are grieving the death of their friend and teacher and wondering what comes next in their lives, responds to the questions. Each time, Peter, perhaps somewhat frustrated but without hesitation, answers with a yes! What a transformation in Peter! This is quite the conversation. Jesus also tells Peter to “feed my lambs…tend my sheep…feed my sheep.” Jesus trusts Peter. Peter is provided with new opportunities to live out his faith.
     In our own lives, as we travel through the joys and sorrows, we encounter Jesus. Sometimes while questioning and searching for our own answers. Sometimes while rejoicing. Sometimes when we least expect to. In these times in our lives, our encounter with Jesus changes us. We are not quite the same. We are transformed.
     As the conversation with Peter concludes, the Risen Christ says, “Follow me.”
    It may not be easy at times. There may be challenges as we continue to follow the Way of Jesus. We may find ourselves on unexpected paths. At times it takes courage, trust, strength and faith to step out of our comfort zone. To follow Jesus takes commitment, intentionality, dedication and perseverance. It takes being open to receiving grace from God and from others, as well as offering grace to people we meet and interact with along our journey. It involves participating in spiritual practices, either alone or within community. As we pray, read Scriptures, silently reflect, perhaps walk a labyrinth, light candles, and sing hymns our relationship with God continues to grow.
 Like Saul and Simon Peter in today’s readings and countless other followers of Jesus over the centuries, encounters with the Divine have the potential to transform us. It is what we choose to do about our encounters with God that provides us with an opportunity for the Spirit to gift us with new life and energy, benefitting both ourselves and others. 
Be brave, compassionate and filled with grace. As you journey through this world as a follower of Jesus, may your words and actions reflect your faith.
 May it be so. Amen.
