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Retirees

[bookmark: _GoBack]Randy Banks, OM-R, Brucefield, effective 2024-07-31
Margaret Dieter, OM, Zion Pastoral Charge, New Hamburg, effective 2024-10-29
Gord Dunbar, OM, Kincardine Pastoral Charge, effective 2024-09-01
Lesley Fox, OM, Trinity United Church, Collingwood, effective 2024-12-31 
Brian Hymers, DLM, Egmondville Pastoral Charge, effective 2024-12-15
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Randy Banks retired from Brucefield Community United Church in July of 2024 having served 41 years of ministry in the United Church of Canada.

Banks graduated from Emmanuel College and was ordained 1983 serving Pastoral Charges in Grande Cache, Alberta, MacGregor United Church in Manitoba, and throughout Huron County, Ontario including the Walton/Bluevale Pastoral Charge, Castleton United Church and St. Andrew’s United Church in Grafton, the Freelton/Strabane Pastoral Charge, Grace United Church in Roseville, and Olivet United Church in Kitchener, before finishing his ministry at Brucefield Community United Church.
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Retiree Message: Maggie Dieter
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Greetings from Treaty Four territory.

Friends of Western Ontario Waterways region - thank you for the invitation
to share in this time of recognizing retirees.

In 1996 I paid a visit to what was the Francis Sandy Theological Center. The visit was in response to a persistent call I had to serve within the United Church of Canada. I was reluctant — as an intergenerational survivor of the Indian residential school era, the historical relationship between Indigenous people and the church could not be ignored. However, for reasons that to this day remain mystery — the call was stronger than the reluctance. I went and I immediately felt a sense of coming home. It wasn’t one particular ‘thing’ that precipitated this feeling. Rather it was the entirety of what the centre stood for — its intention, its purpose pulled me in. The centre held space for Indigenous people as they deepen their relationship with God while honouring their identity and discovering their gifts to serve in a ministry of good news, liberation, and healing.

My ‘visit’ lasted five years, and my understanding of God at work in me and in the world grew as connection to biblical and Indigenous ways of knowing deepened. I was transformed. I began to see that this ‘way of being’ is part of the rich soil Jesus spoke to his disciples about in the telling of the parable of the sower in Matthew’s Gospel.

In times of joyful worship and in times of absolute struggle I’ve remembered my connection to Creator’s rich soil. It has sustained and guided me as I’ve
answered the call to a variety of ministries with colleagues and congregants, at national denominational tables, and in Indigenous and Settler settings. The rich soil of Creator God’s goodness nourished and equipped me to renew my call to discipleship.

Jesus’ invitation to study the story of the farmer planting seeds is a life-long study. One that has blessed me beyond measure.

I am grateful for the chorus of communal voices that faithfully remember: "We are not alone - we live in God's world.” More Voices #1 also articulates this so beautifully: “We are all one people, We all come from one creation
way on high.”

We are all connected.
We are always connected.
Blessings dear friends. All my relations.

Submitted by: Rev. Maggie Dieter
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Retiree Message: Gord Dunbar
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Over my 26 years of ministry, I have found the most important features are the relationships that have been treasured gifts, allowing me to widen my perspective on what living love means.  The thread running through all those relationships is that joy and laughter become leaven for the hurts, pains and tragedies of life.  We are an Easter people, but that only comes when we live through the Good Fridays of life.  What has shaped and continues to shape me are those relationships – whether in the wider church, or working on stewardship of ALL we are and have, or listening deeply and learning profoundly to Indigenous Elders, or sitting with uncomfortable questions with youth, or serving with Two-Spirit and LGBTQIA+ folk in the wider community, or welcoming newcomers seeking refuge and safe connection, or raising awareness of domestic violence far too rampant in our society.  Who knew the Spirit could move and breathe and have its being through someone as goofy as me?
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A few pictures from my ministry.  One is after shaving my head bald to raise money for the church during the pandemic and a second one when I grew my beard for the same reason.  One picture is of Jaylynn Wolfe in her regalia as Miss Kettle & Stoney Point Jr. when she attended Kincardine United Church's December 6th vigil highlighting Violence Against Women.  One picture is of two members of the Kincardine congregation who were attending the Community Pride Service Kincardine United Church hosted a few years ago.
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Retiree Message: Lesley Fox


[image: ]Looking at my submitted photos, you’ll likely think ‘Lesley is not your average United Church minister’, not that I think there is a specific mould out there, but if I had a nickel for every time someone said “you don’t look like a minister”, I could have retired a lot earlier.

As a narrative preacher, let me begin with a story. I spent a large portion of my career in military chaplaincy.  One day I was travelling via bus from Riga, Latvia to Tallinn, Estonia. Upon arrival in Tallinn, I spent my time visiting my Canadian members and also the British soldiers. I happened upon one of the Estonian chaplains who was very excited to see me, since he thought I had arrived specifically for their special anniversary celebration. He invited me to an Orthodox service downtown, and I pleaded with him to get back to the hotel to change, but he said there was no time. It was a stunningly inspirational service highlighted with 7 Orthodox priests in tow, fully vested in a lot of black and gold, and yes, also at the front, representing Canada, was the sole female, a Canadian chaplain, in her blue jeans, her winter toque, red parka, and a pair of heavy Sorel boots. My motto in ministry, thus, has always been, “expect the unexpected.”

In my 37 ½ years of vocational ministry, I have been honoured to work with the good people of Valley Pastoral Charge, Niverville Pastoral Charge, Altona Pastoral Charge, St. Andrew’s River Heights United in Winnipeg, Trinity United in Collingwood, as well as our Canadian Armed Forces Members at CFB Wainwright, 17 Wing Winnipeg, CFB Borden, and NATO members overseas. I have been honoured to receive both the Special Service Medal (NATO), and the Vice Chief of Defence Staff Commendation for supporting not just Canadian members, but also our allies from the United Kingdom and the United States during those horrific pandemic years.

[image: ][image: ]My hardest times in ministry have been dealing with tragic deaths, military notifications, accidents, and ongoing bouts of sexism and ageism. But my greatest joys have been sitting on the ground with children for children’s moments, representing Canada at Vimy Ridge for the Remembrance Day Service, clowning and doing puppet shows in worship, study groups and evocative Lenten services, representing Canada at the St. James Palace Advent Service, flying a helicopter, and conducting a committal service from the back of a Hercules plane. 

[image: ]Let me offer my heartfelt thanks to my children, Talitha and Graham, who have been a constant source of support in my ministry, and as a result of mom’s job, are the most gifted public speakers in their chosen professions with a high sense of social justice and compassion! Thank you to my husband, Rob, who has been my rock and listening post. And thank you to everyone whom I have met along the journey. I look forward to mentoring the next generation of United Church ministers, and to continuing my art career and my love of volunteering. I will be retiring in Brighton, Ontario, so do pop in for a tea (as my British hubby would say) if you happen to be in the area.

Submitted by: Rev. Lesley Fox
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Retiree Message: Brian Hymers
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Brian Hymers was awarded a Designated Lay Ministry diploma from St. Andrew’s College, Saskatoon in 2018.  He retired from Egmondville United Church after a five-year ministry there in December of 2024.
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