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Access to Restricted Funds Policy
Theological Grounding
The trustees in Communities of Faith hold all property of the community “in trust for the use of the community of faith” in the ﬁrst instance, and “in trust for the United Church of Canada” in the second instance. Scripture reminds us that we are merely trustees of God’s gifts, not owners; and therefore, assets of the United Church are held in common for the whole body of the church.[footnoteRef:26604] [26604:  Ps 24:1 NRSVUE, “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”. Acts 2:44-45 NRSVUE: “44 All the believers were united and shared everything. 45 They would sell pieces of property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them.”] 

Scope:
1. Funds used for Growth Initiatives
2. Funds used for Legacy Projects
3. Funds used for Building Maintenance and Upgrades
4. Funds used for Operating Costs
General Availability Guidelines for Restricted Funds
The Congregational Support Commission (CSC) will approve use of regionally restricted funds on a case-by-case basis. 
Approved Terms of Use of Restricted Funds
[bookmark: _Funds_used_for]Funds used for Growth Initiatives 
Communities of Faith requesting Restricted Funds for use in growth initiatives shall submit the following information to the Congregational Support Commission (CSC) for consideration:
· Current Financial Statement
· Financial Viability Worksheet
· Current Annual Report
· A detailed description of the project
Notes: 
· The community of faith will report on the results of the growth initiative after 1 year and a final report after the conclusion of the project.
[bookmark: _Funds_used_for_1]Funds used for Legacy Projects 
Communities of Faith seeking Restricted Funds for ministry projects that will become legacies within their community shall provide the following information to the Congregational Support Commission (CSC) for consideration:
· Current Financial Statement
· Financial Viability Worksheet
· Current Annual Report
· A detailed description of the project
Notes: 
· Legacies will be established through The United Church of Canada Foundation..
[bookmark: _Funds_used_for_2]Funds used for Building Maintenance and Upgrades
Communities of Faith requesting Restricted Funds for use in building maintenance and upgrade initiatives shall submit the following information to the Congregational Support Commission (CSC) for consideration:
· Current Financial Statement
· Financial Viability Worksheet
· Current Annual Report
· A copy of the CoF insurance policy
· A detailed description of the project including written quote(s).
Notes:
· The Commission will evaluate the ability of the CoF to support their building and ministry.
· The Commission may require an assessment of the building's overall condition.
[bookmark: _Funds_used_for_3]Funds used for Operating Costs
Communities of Faith requesting Restricted Funds for the payment of general operating expenses shall submit the following information to the Congregational Support Commission (CSC) for consideration:
· Current Financial Statement
· Financial Viability Worksheet
· Current Annual Report
· A detailed plan for the future of ministry
Notes:
· The Commission will evaluate the viability of the CoF as a condition for approval.
· Repayment of the funds released will be required from the CoF portion of the disbanding policy, if applicable.
· The CoF will report to the commission after 1 year with updated information listed above.
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