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Workbook Introduction 

THEME              

PURPOSE           Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 

PRIORITIES 

Assessment Mission & Support 

Congregational Support/Pastoral Relations Right Relations 

Communication Camps/Youth/Faith Formation 

Connections Chaplaincy 

 

Format and Process: Decision Making 

The format for proposals  involves three distinct stages in the decision-making process: 

1. Listening/learning; 

2. Discussion; 

3. Decision. 

In our proceedings, the steps will be: 

1. The Presenter will outline: 

a. What is the issue? And, 

b. The suggested way in which the regional council might respond to the issue. 

2. The President will inquire if there are questions for clarification. Please note this is for 

clarification only. 

3. The President will then ask if there are changes or additions being suggested for the proposal 

and will determine whether there is support for these.  

4. Once there is significant agreement, the President will invite the Presenter to move the motion 

at which point the regional council enters the formal debate process. 
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Holy Manners 

 
The following acronym offers us a way to have faith-filled conversations on important topics. 

For our time together, we commit to being brave by … 

B eing accountable for the impact of both our words and our silence 

R eflecting on and naming our own biases 

A ctively listening 

V ocalizing questions that arise from our learning 

E ncountering new ideas with curiosity and wonder 

 

A bird doesn't sing because it has an answer.  

It sings because it has a song. 
Maya Angelou 
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Participation in a Virtual Meeting 

 
The regional council meeting has a simultaneous in-person and on-line meeting and we are learning 

how to ensure that participants can engage fully however they are joining.  

If joining by Zoom, please review the following. How Zoom presents depends upon the device being 

used. Every participant is expected to know: 

1) How to mute and unmute themselves; 

2) How to turn their video on and off; 

3) How to rename themselves;  

4) How to raise their hand. 

If you are not familiar with these options, there are zoom information tips on our website at: Zoom 

resources. 

Please ensure you have updated to the latest version of Zoom. Otherwise, some meeting options 

might not work for you. 

Waiting Room  

When you first log into the meeting, you will be placed in a waiting room. As soon as the meeting is 

ready to start, you will be automatically admitted.  

Participants  

When you are admitted to the meeting, please go immediately to the Participants list. You will see 

your name listed BUT sometimes you are identified by the type of device you are using. The President 

will be recognizing people on the basis of the name that is shown. So, please change your name to read 

First Name/Surname by hovering over the mic and camera icons, click on More, then Rename.  

For example, Executive Minister, Cheryl-Ann’s iPhone might read: C-A’s iPhone. Cheryl-Ann 

would need to go to the Participant list and change her name to: Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-

Sampa (she/her). All participants are encouraged to add their pronouns after their name.  

Those who are at the meeting as a guest (not a voting participant) please add an x in front of your 

name. THIS IS IMPORTANT IF YOU ARE A NON-VOTING GUEST. 

For example, if Cheryl-Ann was a guest, she would write her name as: 

x-Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-Sampa. This helps us with vote counting.  

Mute  

All participants will be automatically muted when they enter the meeting. Please ensure your 

microphone remains off. This reduces background noise and feedback and improves the quality of 

sound for everyone.  

You will need to click on the Mute button to turn on your microphone if you are recognized by the 

President to speak in debate and when you move into breakout rooms.  

  

https://wowrcucc.ca/a-to-z-resources/
https://wowrcucc.ca/a-to-z-resources/
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Video  

Please have your video on as you join the meeting! It is lovely to see everyone as the meeting begins.  

Once the meeting begins, please turn off your video. That way, you have some privacy if you move 

around and are not in danger of sharing unintentionally. This also helps with the stability of the Zoom 

call especially in places with unstable internet.  

Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down  

There may be times when the President wishes to informally poll the regional council concerning a 

proposed change. The President may ask for a thumbs up or thumbs down. These two icons are found 

under reactions.  

Being recognized to speak  

To be recognized to speak in the discussion time, first please raise your hand by clicking on the button 

labeled Raise Hand. Your digital hand will then be raised. The Zoom host will draw the President’s 

attention to your hand. The hand will be lowered by the meeting hosts after you have spoken.  

Remember when the President calls you by name to:  

1. Unmute your microphone  

2. Turn on video  

3. State your name; and  

4. Your community of faith – be sure to add the location as we have a few Trinity United 

Churches, Emmanuel United Churches, St. John’s United Churches …  

Voting  

This will be explained in the meeting. If you are a guest, please remember you do not vote.  

Chat Box  

Please reserve the chat box for the following:  

1. Questions of clarification;  

2. Procedural concerns and questions;  

3. Matters of privilege (for example someone uses a term that is insulting to another who then 

wishes to bring that to the President’s attention re the conduct of the council).  

Many of us have experience of meetings where the chat box served as the discussion space, which in 

fact turns it into commentary. Discussion happens among participants when the President recognizes 

the speaker. The Chat Box is a side conversation that is distracting and disruptive.  

If you see a friend among the participants with whom you wish to chat, please feel free to send a 

private message to them. Go to Participants, enter their name or scroll to their name & click on it and 

then you can send them a private note!  

Breakout Rooms  

Participants will be invited to move into a breakout room at various times during the meeting.  

To join the breakout room, participants must accept the join invitation. Once you enter the breakout 

room, unmute your microphone and turn on your video.  

 

 

 



To Table of Contents                                                             P a g e  | 8  

Spring Meeting of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, The United Church of Canada, May 26-27, 2023 

Section One: Check-In 

President Mark Laird’s Message 

 

Hi Everyone,  

Welcome to your Spring Meeting 2023 workbook for Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council. 

There is something different about this year’s book and meeting …. there is an in-person option!!! I’m 

so excited to see all those who have registered to attend the meeting in-person! It is also very exciting 

that we can offer a hybrid meeting for those who are unable to be in-person, yet still want to take part 

in our important time together of learning, growing and decision-making.  

After all, it does take all of us to make our regional council work.  

WE ARE WOW!!!! 

There are some important conversations that will be taking place in our time together around the 

upcoming remit, about recruitment models for our regional council and some learning together about 

different ways we, as communities of faith, are leaning into Bold Discipleship, Deep Spirituality and 

Daring Justice. Thank you for taking the time to read the workbook and be as prepared as you can be 

for our time together.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as President and am excited that for this final meeting as President, 

I get to finally have one with an in-person element. 

Come ready to join in the singing, the worship, the celebration, the 

reconnecting and the learning as we move with the Spirit in these days ahead. 

Connecting, Supporting, Transforming 
 

Blessings,  

 
Mark Laird 

President, Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council 
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As at May 2023 

In Memoriam 

Rev. W. Dale Allison OM 

Rev. Helen Hume OM 

Rev. Valerie Joyce Reed OM 

Rev. Jason Richards OM 

Rev. Kenneth J. Welch OM 

Community of Faith Life Cycle Changes 

Amalgamation 
Christ the King United Church and St. James-Rosemount United Church, Kitchener 

Amalgamated as St. James-Rosemount United Church, Kitchener  

Many blessings as these communities of faith continue their ministries together 
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Jubilands and Anniversaries 
We celebrate the anniversaries of Ordination, Admission, Commissioning & Recognition 

5 Years 
Anita Rowland, DM 

Kenneth Whiting, OM 

10 Years 
Nancy Knowles, OM 

John Neff, OM 
Margaret Ruggles, DM 

Sheryl Spencer, OM 

15 Years 
Kathy Douglas, DM 

Elaine Strawbridge, OM 

Valerie Vande Wiele, OM 

20 Years 
Catherine Paul, OM 

Janet Sinclair, OM 

Kathryn Wreford, OM 

25 Years 
Susan Campbell, OM  

Heather Davies, OM 

Keith Reynolds, OM 

Johanna VanderSpek, OM 

30 Years 
Jennifer Stephens, OM 

35 Years 
John Benham, OM 

Bruce Dickson, OM 

Cathy Larmond, OM 

Gwen Nicol-Macdonald, OM 

40 Years 
Thomas Bandy, OM  
Randy Banks, OM 

William Bruce, OM 
David Jones, OM 

Sandra McLauchlan-Abuja, OM 
Neil Parker, OM 

Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-Sampa, 
OM 

45 Years 
Janet Bush, OM 

Orville James, OM 

Celebrate our Jubilands 

50 Years 
Doyle Prier, OM 

Marion Jackson Tyler, OM 

Celebrate our Jubilands 

60 Years 
Audrey Fisher, OM 

Donald Johns, OM 

William Lord, OM 

63 Years 
Cecil Wittich, OM 

64 Years 
Joan Gugeler, DM 

Morley Hammond, OM 

Paul Webb, OM 

67 Years 
Randolph Scott, OM 

Bruce Seebach, OM 

68 Years 
Calvin Evans, OM

George Moore, OM 

70 Years 
Bruce McLeod, OM 

72 Years 
R. Cerwyn Davies, OM
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New Regional Council Staff  

 

John Egger, Minister, Social Justice 
Five Oaks Executive Director, Michael Shewburg, approached the regional councils to ask if we might 

be interested in a joint position combining the half-time role of the Partner Program Director at Five 

Oaks with the half-time role of Minister, Social Justice in the regional councils. We crafted a Ministry 

Sharing Agreement and submitted two position descriptions for our joint search. Human Resources 

raised concerns; these two do not seem to fit together.  

By this time, Michael was on sabbatical and Acting Executive Director, Pegi Ridout, and Executive Minister, 

Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-Sampa, met. We agreed that what each of us wanted was a person who could 

invite others into a deeper experience of faith that would lead them to live differently in the world. 

In John Egger, newly appointed to this joint position, we believe we have found someone who can do that! 

John was raised in Calgary. He has a Ph.D. in New Testament studies 

from Emmanuel College at the University of Toronto. His dissertation 

was on Paul’s use of the Hagar/Sarah motif in his letter to the Galatians 

and how it has been spun in the history of interpretation. This was a 

kind of case study into how biblical texts have been (i.e., can be) 

misread in the history of the church and the dangers thereof. 

John has served numerous United Church congregations in Calgary and 

Toronto in a variety of youth, educational and intergenerational 

ministries, including intercultural experience with Centennial Japanese 

United Church (now Bayview) in Toronto and Taiwanese United Church 

of Toronto, as well as ecumenical experience working with the Anglican Church (Christ Church Calgary) 

and the Presbyterian Church in Canada (Varsity Acres in Calgary). These experiences gave him an 

appreciation for the possibilities for intercultural and transformative ministry within congregations, 

especially through engaged intergenerational education.  

John has just concluded his home assignment duties following his return to Canada after serving four 

years as a Mission Co-Worker with the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea. 

We look forward to welcoming John among us as together we learn to share a staff person between 

the regional councils and Five Oaks. John has kindly agreed to start on May 26th so that he can attend 

the regional council meetings for Western Ontario Waterways, Horseshoe Falls and the tri-Executive 

meeting to receive the Evaluation Report. He will arrive in time for a meeting of the program 

committee of Five Oaks along with Five Oaks Annual Meeting! He’ll definitely be caught up in a flurry of 

events for the first few weeks! 

We’re looking forward to working with John!

Want to know more about John? 

Check out his People in Partnership Profile. Or this episode of the It’s Your Call podcast. 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/people-in-partnership-profile_john-egger.pdf
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/s-2-e-5-john-egger/id1592000429?i=1000603179211
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Section Two: Information 
Welcome to Western Ontario Waterway’s 

First Hybrid Regional Council Meeting 

 

For those Attending In-Person: IMPORTANT INFORMATION, PLEASE READ 
Welcome back to our first in-person gathering since 2019! Here are some guidelines and information 

for you.  

Location: Unifor Family Education Centre, 115 Shipley Ave, Port Elgin 

Interior map of Unifor Centre follows on the next page: 

• We will be meeting in Assembly Hall at Unifor. 

• Children’s programming will be in the Young Workers Room 

• The Christian Resource Centre will be onsite in the Alcohol-Free Café. 

Blank plastic name tag holders, lanyards and name cards will be provided and will be placed on each 

table in Assembly Hall.  

Tables have been numerically pre-assigned. PLEASE REVIEW THE TABLE GROUP LIST on the next few 

pages.  

Please bring your own writing implement(s), paper, if desired. 

On Arrival ALL those attending In-Person need to check-in with front desk – this includes those who 

are not staying overnight on site. You will be given a meal ticket for the weekend, which you can keep 

in your nametag holder. 

Check-in begins at 3:00 pm. There will be a break in the Friday meeting at approximately 3:00 pm. The 

Friday meeting will end at approximately 5:00 pm, providing more time to check-in prior to supper.  

Check-out is before 10:00 am on departure day. 

Food will be served cafeteria style by the catering staff. 

For those Participating On-Line  

Andrew Hyde will be your Zoom community host. If you have questions/comments 

during the meeting, or are feeling disconnected from the community, please check 

in with Andrew so he can assist you.  

When the in-person gathering has table group discussions, you will be moved into 

breakout rooms. 
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Unifor Family Education Centre Map of Buildings 

 

 

 

MEETINGS & CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY SERVICE                    CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING                     CHRISTIAN RESOURCE CENTRE 

              WILL BE IN THE ASSEMBLY HALL                                    IN THE YOUNG WORKERS ROOM                    IN THE ALCOHOL FREE CAFÉ 
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Table Groups at the Unifor Family Education Centre 
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Table Groups at the Unifor Family Education Centre continued 
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Western Ontario Waterways is an Affirming Regional Council 

 
Affirming is more than welcoming 2SLGBTQ+ people in our faith communities. It’s about living each day 

growing and supporting these communities in every way we can as Jesus taught us to do. We celebrate 

those Communities of Faith who have become Affirming Communities.  

 

Communities of Faith who are Affirming Communities 

 
Westminster United Church, Waterloo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  September 1999 

Wesley United Church, Cambridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  February 2002 

Harcourt Memorial United Church  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  April 2005 

Parkminster United Church, Waterloo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  November 2007 

Emmanuel United Church, Waterloo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  March 2014 

Huron Shores United Church, Grand Bend  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  September 2017 

Avondale United Church, Stratford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  June 2018 

First United Church, Waterloo  

Pine River United Church, Ripley  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  September 2020 

Dublin Street United Church, Guelph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  September 2022 

Georgian Shores United Church, Owen Sound  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  September 2022 
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Financial Matters 
 

The regional council will find attached: 

1) 2020-2021 Audited Financial Statements 

The statements were approved by the Executive in April and are included for information. A 

new auditor has been recruited and it is anticipated that audits will proceed on a more regular 

timetable moving forward. 

2) Updated 2023 Budget 

Mission Support Grants, the Mission and Service grants distributed in the regional council are 

now shown in the area of ministry they fund rather than as a separate total on the Budget. 

A deficit budget was presented for 2023. The Executive has put in place an Investment Policy 

and an Investment Team (Treasurer, Brent Caslick, Bruce Dickson, Terry Smith and Executive 

Minister, Cheryl-Ann). Income earned on investments will help reduce the deficit starting in 

2024. 

Additionally, the regional council is drawing on its Net Revenue Grant from PTCC (Presbyteries 

of Toronto Conference Corporation) to assist with operating costs. 

If you have any questions on either of the above, please reach out to either: 

Executive Minister, Cheryl-Ann      or      Treasurer, Brent Caslick 

csampa@united-church.ca                        gbcaslick@gmail.com 

 

 

  

mailto:csampa@united-church.ca
mailto:gbcaslick@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL UPDATE                    PAGE 1 OF 2                    For Information Only 
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Pentecost Worship for Sunday, May 28, 2023 

For Use by Congregations 

 
The Worship team of the Regional Council Meeting has put together this worship service for use by 

congregations on May 28th. Many ministers will have been attending the regional meeting in Port Elgin 

this weekend, and so we offer this service so that Lay Leaders might lead worship. Alternatively, if your 

minister is in the pulpit, this service still might be used to make their burden a little lighter on this day. 

This service uses as a key resource a book entitled Dream, a Tale of Wonder, Wisdom & Wishes written 

by Susan Bosak. This is the same theme used for worship in Port Elgin during our meeting. 

Permission has been granted for the use of the book, including projection of images. If you do use 

the book, please use this as your credit: Dream: A Tale of Wonder, Wisdom & Wishes by Susan V. 

Bosak, www.legacyproject.org. 

A YouTube video of the book being read is available if you wish to preview it. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4p7BNdajk0 

Images for projection are available from The Legacy Project website  

https://legacyproject.org/books/dreamslides.html 

A hardcopy of the book is available through Indigo/Chapters 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-

ca/home/search/?keywords=Susan%20Bosak%2C%20Dream#internal=1 

or. Amazon.ca 

https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=Dream+by+susan+bosak&crid=JIAG2EHKTL85&sprefix=dream+by+susan+

bosak%2Caps%2C93&ref=nb_sb_noss 

There is an opportunity to be interactive during this service. You may wish to prepare some stars in 

various colours and provide pens/pencils for people to use. 

It is also Pentecost Sunday, so we have tried to include some Pentecost themes as well. 

This service works well as an intergenerational service. 

Please feel free to change or adapt this service to suit your congregation.  

Blessings as you dream your dreams and welcome the spirit into worship. 

 

~ The WOWRC Spring Meeting Worship Team 

 
  

http://www.legacyproject.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4p7BNdajk0
https://legacyproject.org/books/dreamslides.html
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=Susan%20Bosak%2C%20Dream#internal=1
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/search/?keywords=Susan%20Bosak%2C%20Dream#internal=1
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=Dream+by+susan+bosak&crid=JIAG2EHKTL85&sprefix=dream+by+susan+bosak%2Caps%2C93&ref=nb_sb_noss
https://www.amazon.ca/s?k=Dream+by+susan+bosak&crid=JIAG2EHKTL85&sprefix=dream+by+susan+bosak%2Caps%2C93&ref=nb_sb_noss
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Worship For Sunday, May 28, 2023 

Pentecost Sunday 

Provided by Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council 
 

Before the service begins, pass out paper stars and pens/pencils. 

* Indicates the congregation should stand as they are able. 

* Opening Hymn:      Come All You People (Uyai mose)  MV #2 

 or    On Pentecost They Gathered  VU #195  

 or    Dance with the Spirit  MV #156 

Acknowledgement of the Land please insert your own land acknowledgement here. 

Lighting the Christ Candle (from Godly Play) 

Once there was someone who said such amazing things,  

and did such wonderful things that people began to follow him.  

But they didn’t know who he was.  

So, one day they simply had to ask him. 

And he said “I am the Light” 

And so, we light our Christ Candle,  

a light that connects us to God and to one another 

A reminder of the light we carry within us  

as we seek to be all that we can be as followers of Jesus. 

* Call to Worship (responsively) 

Come to this time of worship with your stories, your dreams and your songs  

Come to share in the Spirit. 

We come, as faithful men, women and children have come for many generations. 

Let all your dreams and visions, your hopes and concerns  

come together in a symphony of sound. 

We join together in one chorus of celebration and joy  

for what God has done and continues to do among us. 

Let us Worship God. 

Prayer of Approach (in unison) 

Holy Spirit, move and swirl and dance among us. 

Remind us that you are always present; 

encouraging and inspiring us. 

Insert yourself into our hopes and dreams. 

Enthuse us with possibilities for what might be. 

Stir us during our time together so that when we re-enter our daily lives  

we will walk humbly, embrace love and do justice in our unjust and fragmented world. Amen 
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Announcements – Work of the People 

* Children’s Hymn:   I Love to tell the Story  VU #343 or  

         My Love Colours Outside the Lines  MV #138 

Children’s Time & Lord’s Prayer  

I want everybody to close their eyes and just breath in and out  …  nice deep breaths. (3 or 4 times) 

Now open your eyes and do the same thing. Can you see your breath? Can you see each other’s 

breath? Sometimes if it’s cold outside we can see our breath, but not normally. 

Now close your eyes again  …  Put your hand in front of your face 

And blow….  

What do you feel? 

So even when we can’t see something, sometimes we can feel it, so we know it’s there. 

God is like that. We can’t see God. We can’t touch God. But God is still there. Sometimes we say God is 

with us through God’s Spirit. Do you know what we call God’s Spirit? The Holy Spirit. 

And the Holy Spirit touches us even when we don’t feel it. In fact, the Holy Spirit is in each one of us. 

Some people say our very breathing in and out is the Holy Spirit. 

There are two very important stories in the Bible about the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was baptized, the 

Holy Spirit came from heaven as a dove and landed on Jesus’ shoulder. When you were baptized the 

minister would have said you are baptized in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

The other story is the one of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. That’s the day the Holy Spirit came on the 

disciples, and they found the power and courage to go out and preach the gospel. They spoke many 

different languages, and everyone understood one another. The Holy Spirit is an amazing thing. Our 

Bible story today talks about the Holy Spirit and about dreams and visions inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

We’re also going to read a book in a few minutes that’s all about dreams. 

Now let’s pray the Prayer Jesus taught us. 

Lord’s Prayer. 

Offering 

In every breath we take there is the Spirit 

In every word we speak, there is the Spirit 

In very gift we give, there is the Spirit 

May the Spirit be present in abundance as we offer our gifts. 

Offertory Hymn:  We Give You But Your Own  VU #542 or 543 or 

 Grateful  MV #182 

Dedication 

Oh God, these gifts are a token of our thanksgiving. We offer them with joy, and pray that your spirit 

will blow through them and us, as we use these gifts to become living gifts of hope and grace to others. 

Amen 

 
  



To Table of Contents                                                             P a g e  | 41  

Spring Meeting of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, The United Church of Canada, May 26-27, 2023 

Scripture Reading 

  Acts 2: 1-21 (if you don’t wish to read all of this you can end at vs 17) 

Reflection: Read the Book Dream by Susan Bosak 

(If you have the ability to, project the pictures, see above for resource to get pictures. If you can’t 

project, then be sure to turn the book so people can see the pictures as you read)  

After reading the book, invite people to close their eyes for a few moments and think about the 

dreams they might have had during various times in their lives. (Perhaps have some quiet music playing 

during this time – about 3 minutes) 

Now invite them to open their eyes. Re-read the last page of the book. 

“Look up, up, up into those billion. billion sparkling stars. 

What dreams do you find? 

Little dreams, big dreams, each a hope looking for a life to make it real – a life like yours. 

Be a dreamer. 

With everything around you. 

With everything before you and after you, 

With everything that is you… 

Dream a dream… your very own dream.” 

Now encourage people to take their stars. Write on the star a dream they might have today. It could be 

a dream for themselves, for their family, or for their church or community. (Again, give about 3 minutes 

for them to do this) 

Once they have written their dreams, invite those who are comfortable doing so to share their dreams 

either with their neighbour, or to come forward and share with the congregation. You might even want 

to invite conversation about the dreams for the congregation. Or perhaps have people write two 

dreams – one personal and one for the Community of Faith. Once done sharing, fold the paper stars up 

and have someone collect them.  

Once collected offer Prayers of the people. (Adapt as needed) 

Prayers of the People 

Creator God, we gather as a humble people, just a small part of this wonderful world in which live. We 

pray for your spirit to be with us on this Pentecost Sunday. We pray for our church leaders who have 

met this weekend, and we pray for those who have been ordained and admitted to this United Church 

of ours. Instill in them your spirit as they seek to serve you and their congregations.  

We pray for all the people and places in our world that face challenges. We think of those in Western 

Canada as fire continues to rage, destroying vast areas of land, and threatening the people who live 

there. We continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, and Syria and all the places where every day is a 

fight for survival. 

We pray for people in our own country who live without the necessities of life. In a country so vast and 

so wealthy, help us to share so all may have enough. 
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Creator of dreams, we bring to you, our dreams. We have many dreams. Dreams and hopes for the 

future. Walk with us as we embark upon our dreams. Guide us and lift us up as we yearn to be all that 

you would have us be. Help us to fulfil your dreams for us. Be with those whose dreams seem distant. 

Offer them hope and give them comfort. 

We offer to you the dreams we have named today, along with the dreams that remain in our hearts. 

Receive them, and bless them, as you bless us. 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

Affirmation of Faith (written for the Spring 2023 Regional meeting) 

We believe in God, whose heart is joined with our hearts, 

whose dreams are lived out in our dreams, 

who invites us into relationship with one another and all creation, 

loving and caring for our neighbour as we are loved and cared for by God. 

We believe in God, who sent Jesus, crucified and risen,  

to teach us lessons of hope and love, 

whose own dreams were of a kin-dom of unity and love. 

We believe in God, who sends the Spirit,  

A Spirit that moves through us as we live in relationship with creation and with one another, 

a Spirit that enlivens our dreams, and abides in us as we live out those dreams. 

Indeed, we believe in God, whose heart is joined with our hearts. 

Praise be to God. Amen 

* Closing Hymn:  Spirit of Gentleness  VU #375 or  

  We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection  VU #586 

* Benediction (from Dream by Susan Bosak) 

“Be a dreamer. 

With everything around you. 

With everything before you and after you, 

With everything that is you… 

Dream a dream… your very own dream.” 

And may all your dreams come true. Amen 

*  Choral Blessing: Go Now in Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Whole People of God  Jan 3/16 
2  Gathering, ACE 2015/16  Nora Vedr3ess, Calvary U.C. Prince Albert Sask. 
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REMIT 1 – Information and Links 

ON the GC44 Website (www.generalcouncil44.ca) 

Remit 1: Establishing an Autonomous National Indigenous Organization | United Church 44th General 

Council (generalcouncil44.ca) 

For more information email remits@united-church.ca  

 To read the proposals, visit https://commons.united-church.ca/  

 Then select the following: Governance > General Council >  

44th General Council > 3. Proposals > Theme - Nurture the Common Good. 

 And then select the document you wish to read: 

 GS10  Living into Reconciliation 

 NIC01 National Indigenous Circle—Restructuring of Indigenous Church. 

United Church Video about the Remit: YouTube: https://youtu.be/d5KbFs8BRMw  

approx. time = 6 minutes 

THE DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY 

 The United Church Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery 

Backgrounder and 2012 Motion to Repudiate the Doctrine of Discovery (united-church.ca) 

 Doctrine of Discovery: Canadian Museum for Human Rights article 

The Doctrine of Discovery | CMHR (humanrights.ca) 

THE UN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 

 The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-

justice/un-declaration-rights 

 UN Declaration and Canada 

https://justice.gc.ca/eng/declaration/index.html 

 The UN Declaration 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-

content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf 

THE CALLS TO ACTION (TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION) 

 Truth and Reconciliation Commission (including the Calls to Action) 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-

justice/truth-and-reconciliation 

  

https://generalcouncil44.ca/council/remit-1-establishing-autonomous-national-indigenous-organization
https://generalcouncil44.ca/council/remit-1-establishing-autonomous-national-indigenous-organization
mailto:remits@united-church.ca
https://commons.united-church.ca/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fd5KbFs8BRMw&data=05%7C01%7CTSamuel%40united-church.ca%7C5130426303634c0c989308db4cd287d2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638188239325764431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rd9J9g7Vem4SCE5R2bGKl7rGjHWzmhw7%2BI8jRqM%2FlYg%3D&reserved=0
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2022-08/doctrine-discovery-backgrounder-motion.pdf
https://humanrights.ca/story/doctrine-discovery
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/un-declaration-rights
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/un-declaration-rights
https://justice.gc.ca/eng/declaration/index.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/truth-and-reconciliation
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/truth-and-reconciliation
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THE CALLS TO THE CHURCH (CARETAKERS OF OUR INDIGENOUS CIRCLE, UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA) 

 The Calls to the Church 

https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-

church 

THE UNITED CHURCH APOLOGIES 

United Church Apologies to Indigenous Peoples 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-

justice/apologies 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON ABORIGINAL PEOPLES (RCAP) 

The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP) Final Report is a huge document. If you wish to 

take a glance, here is the link: https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-

commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final-report.aspx 

Nov 21, 2021 was the 25th anniversary of the final report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal 

Peoples (RCAP)  

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples-25-1.6243545 

Other Background Information: 

JOURNEY TOWARD RECONCILIATION of THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 

Reconciliation 101  

This workshop recorded on April 29, 2021 offers an introduction to the non-Indigenous United 

Church’s journey of reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. (Time=1:06) 

Right Relations and Indigenous Justice - Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council (wowrcucc.ca) 

The video is embedded in the web page, and you can also click to access it directly on YouTube 

  

https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-church
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-church
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/apologies
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/apologies
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final-report.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples/Pages/final-report.aspx
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/royal-commission-aboriginal-peoples-25-1.6243545
https://wowrcucc.ca/right-relations-indigenous-justice/
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STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

 

Looking for stewardship 

resources that will create a 

generous, grateful 

community?  

Your Community of Faith 

Stewardship Support team 

has everything you need.  

From courses and coaching to worship services and a full giving program outline, we’ll 

walk your stewardship journey with you by providing encouragement, the best wisdom 

on giving trends and fresh ideas to incorporate stewardship into the life of your 

community of faith. 

 

Use the QR Code below to access our digital stewardship filing cabinet. 
 

 
 

Find out more & connect with your regional Community of Faith Stewardship Support staff: 

https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/get-involved/called-to-be-the-church  

https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/get-involved/called-to-be-the-church
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UCRD (NOTE: Discount being offered!) 
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Section Three: Meeting Materials 
Agenda for the Spring 2023 Hybrid Meeting: Dreaming Dreams 

Friday May 26 1:30 PM – 5:30 PM                       HYBRID MEETING: IN-PERSON & ONLINE 

1:30 PM Assembly Hall Gathering music 

 Welcome & Constitute Meeting 

 Land Acknowledgement  

 Proposal #1: Opening & Procedural Motion  

 BRAVE/Affirming Statement & Leadership Team Introductions 

 Opening Worship 

 Welcome to WOWRC 

 “Dreaming Dreams in WOWRC” 

 Remit Foundations: Thérèse Samuel, Minister, Social Justice 

Break: 20 minutes  

 A Story of Bold Discipleship: Jacob Shaw 

 Proposal #2: Volunteer Recruitment 

 “Dreaming Dreams for WOWRC” 
 

Reminder 
 

Grace 

5:30–7:00 PM Supper 

7:00–7:30 PM Assembly 

Hall 

Meet & Greet WOWRC President, President-Elect, Commission Chairs 

7:30-8:00 PM Gazebo Vespers followed by a bonfire 

8:00 PM Assembly Hall Celebration of Ministries Service rehearsal 

Saturday May 27 9:30 AM – 3:15 PM                       HYBRID MEETING: IN-PERSON & ONLINE 

7:00 AM-8:30 AM Breakfast for those at Unifor 

9:30 AM Assembly Hall Welcome Back 

 Land Acknowledgement 

 Moderator’s Message 

 Gathering music and Opening Prayer 

 A Story of Daring Justice: Adam Creswell, HUB 

 UCC Foundation: Sarah Charters, Tim Reaburn 

 Proposal #3: Executive and Commissions Slate 

Break: 20 minutes  
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Agenda for the Spring 2023 Hybrid Meeting continued 

 

Saturday May 27 11:15 AM – 3:15 PM                                                                  CONTINUED 

 Introduction of Candidates 

 Candidates address the Court: Craig Bartlett, Wonder Chimvinga, Stacey 

Mortson 

 Staff Anniversary 
 

Board of Vocation: Judy Zarubick 

 A Story of Deep Spirituality: Mary Savage 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Community of Faith Life Cycle Changes 
 

Celebrating Anniversaries and Jubilands 

Noon to 1:15 PM Grace and Lunch 

1:30 PM Welcome back 

 Commission Name Changes 

 Stewardship Offerings: Brenna Baker 

 “Sharing Dreams with WOWRC” 

 Proposal #4: DLMs as VAM 

 Unfinished/New Business 

 Kids Across the Region/Refugee Advisory Network: Kathy Douglas 

 Save the Dates 

 Courtesies 

 Thanking President 

 Covenanting with Newly Elected Executive/Commission Members 

 Proposal #5: Closing Motion 

 Closing Blessing 

 Adjourn 

4:00 PM CELEBRATION OF MINISTRIES SERVICE + INSTALLATION OF PRESIDENT 

ASSEMBLY HALL Unifor Family Education Centre, Port Elgin 
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Proposal #1 – Opening & Procedural Motion 
 

Title:  Opening and Procedural Motion 

Origin:  Executive Minister  

What is the issue?  

The regional council must establish the procedures by which it will conduct business.  

Why is this issue important?  

This clarifies and confirms the way in which decision-making will happen.  

How might the regional council respond to the issue?  

The regional council might adopt the following as a consent docket:  

1. Adopt the agenda as circulated and authorize the Agenda and Business Committee to make any 

changes as necessary; 

2. Approve the minutes of the meeting of 2022-11-18-19; 

3. Receive the following minutes of the following meetings of the  

i. Executive  

2023-02-15 

2023-01-25 

2022-11-26 

2022-10-19 

ii. Congregational Support Commission  

2023-04-13 

2023-03-09 

2023-02-09 

2023-01-12 

Covenant Commission 

2022-11-10 

2022-10-13 

iii. Discipleship and Justice Commission  

2023-03-16 

2023-02-15 

2023-01-18 

Mission and Discipleship Commission  

2022-11-30 

2022-10-20 

2022-09-21 

2022-06-30 

2022-05-12 

iv. Human Resources Commission  

2023-03-28 

2023-02-21 
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2023-01-17 

2022-11-22 

2022-10-18 

for information.  

Note: Minutes are posted on the website www.wowrcucc.ca “About” page  

4. Confirm the appointment of Roz Vincent-Haven to the Congregational Support Commission; 

5. Appoint Fred Monteith as Parliamentarian; 

6. Appoint Terry Smith as Chair, Agenda and Business Committee; 

7. Name Michiko Bown-Kai to serve as Equity Support Team Member; 

8. Name President Mark Laird, Chair Agenda and Business Committee Terry Smith, Executive 

Minister Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-Sampa, and Executive Assistant Sue Duliban, as the Agenda 

and Business Committee;  

9. Name regional council staff members as scrutineers;  

10. Set the bounds of the meeting as the Zoom call and the Unifor Family Education Centre, Port 

Elgin, Ontario; 

11. Make the designated representative from any United Church ministry, other than a 

congregation, which has been invited to become a community of faith by entering into a 

covenant with the regional council, a member of the regional council for this meeting (Section 

C.1.2 c);  

12. Make all guests corresponding members;  

13. Set the deadline for new business to be submitted to the Agenda and Business Committee as 

9:00 a.m., Saturday, May 27, 2023; 

14. Receive all written reports in the workbook. 

15. Adopt the following method for dealing with proposals for action by the regional council 

Step One: 

The Presenter will outline 

A) What is the issue? And 

B) The suggested way in which the regional council might respond to the issue. 

Step Two: 

The President will inquire if there are questions for clarification. Please note this is for 

clarification only. 

Step Three: 

The President will then ask if there are changes or additions being suggested for the 

proposal. Using warm and cool signals, the regional council will seek to come closer to 

agreement on how to respond to the issue. 

Step Four: 

Once there is significant agreement, the President will invite the Presenter to move the 

motion at which point the regional council enters the formal debate process. 

 

 

http://www.wowrcucc.ca/
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Proposal #2 – Volunteer Recruitment 

 
Title:  Volunteer Recruitment  

Origin:  Executive  

Background 

When the regional council was formed, the Transition Commission established four decision-making 

bodies and actively recruited members for each looking to balance lay/ordered status and gender 

while considering diverse identities.  

A self-nomination process was designed (Expression of Interest) as the way in which people would 

present themselves for decision-making roles. To give people as long as possible to consider 

completing an Expression of Interest, the deadline has been set for during the regional council 

meeting.  

The Governance Handbook assigns nominations to the Executive. Representatives from the Executive 

have worked to recruit volunteers through videos and personal contacts to prepare a slate to be 

approved at the Spring Regional Council meetings and attempted to acknowledge people who have put 

their name forward and completed their term. This small group is working to develop a process for 

Volunteer Recruitment that is active not reactive.  

What is the issue?  

To give people as long as possible to consider completing an Expression of Interest, the deadline has 

been set for during the regional council meeting. The result is that there is no time for a review of the 

membership of the Executive or Commission as a whole relative to geography, balance or diversity.  

In the Nominations policy set out in Governance Handbook, the Executive provides a slate of 

volunteers to be elected by ballots first for diversity and then to fill the remaining vacancies. This 

practice while attempting to offer diversity does not allow the best use of volunteers’ gifts and skills.  

Why is this important?  

As the Regional Council has had a challenge finding enough volunteers, it is not helpful to turn people 

down through election where multiple volunteers have offered for the same position. 

The Recruitment Committee was able to review all expression of interest and vacancies and discern 

where to place volunteers for diversity and best use of skills and experience. 

What might the regional council do?  

The regional council might agree to: 

A. Endorse the WOWRC Executive’s action in naming a recruitment committee to bring a slate for 

election at the May 2023 meeting of the Regional Council; and 

B. Authorize the Executive to 

1. Establish a mandate for a volunteer recruitment team and add this to the Governance Handbook. 

2. Appoint members to this team. 

3. Establish the practice of bringing a diverse slate of members for election to the 

Executive and Commissions at the spring meeting of the Regional Council.   
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Proposal #3 – Executive and Commissions Slate 
 

Title:  Executive and Commissions Slate  

Origin:  Recruitment Committee 

What is the issue?  

The regional council can best fulfill its decision-making responsibilities if it has a full slate of diverse 

members in decision-making roles. 

What might the regional council do? 

The regional council might agree to: 

Approve the slate prepared by the Recruitment Committee as presented: 

WOWRC May 2023 

Executive and Commissions Slate 

(Terms are 3 years, renewable once) 

Executive 

Beth Kerr DM (First term to 2026) 

Congregational Support Commission 

Rebekah Duncan OM (First term to 2026) 

Lesley Fox OM (First term to 2026) 

Human Resources Commission 

Harry Disher OM (First term to 2026) 

Carol Stephenson (First term to 2026) 

Discipleship and Justice Commission 

Chris Panylo (First term to 2026) 
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Proposal #4 – Designated Lay Ministers as Voluntary Associate Ministers 
 

Title:  Designated Lay Ministers (DLM) as Voluntary Associate Ministers (VAM)  

Origin:  Western Ontario Waterways DLM Network: 

 Kincardine United Church; St. John’s United Church, Chesley; Egmondville United Church; 

and First United Church, Owen Sound. 

What is the issue? 

In Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, retired Designated Lay Ministers are not permitted to 

function in ministry as Voluntary Associate Ministers. However, many retired DLMs continue to 

support congregations either in their local context, by permitting their names to be added to Pulpit 

Supply lists or as Pastoral Charge Supervisors. Some take up short-term supply appointments after 

retirement. 

According to the Manual (2023): 

I.2.5.3 Functions of Ministry—Outside Pastoral Relationship  

At any time that ministry personnel are not called or appointed to a community of faith, they may carry 

out the functions of ministry in the United Church only if they have a formal association with a 

community of faith, are acting on behalf of that community of faith, and have the approval of the 

community of faith’s governing body; or An example of a “formal association” with a pastoral charge 

would be where the minister has been designated as a “voluntary associate minister” or “honorary 

associate minister” by the community of faith or its governing body they have been appointed to a 

community of faith to exercise the functions of ministry associated with it. 

According to the Governance Handbook of Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council, membership 

in the Regional Council includes: 

3) Any retired Designated Lay Minister who retired while serving a community of faith in the 

regional council who is a member of a community of faith in the regional council. 

Why is this issue important?  

Voluntary Associate Minister is the only designation currently available in our regional council, which 

allows for a “formal association” with a community of faith.  

The Manual (2023) section I.2.5.3 references ministry personnel – it does not specify ordered 

ministers. Designated Lay Ministers, while not part of the Order of Ministry are considered ministry 

personnel when active. Although DLMs are considered lay members on retirement, in practice we are 

still referred to as ministry personnel in many ways. In fact, our experience of ministry clearly puts us 

into the ministry personnel category more easily that the lay category 

Our regional council includes retired DLMs as members of the regional council, provided they retired 

while serving in active ministry in the region. We continue to abide by the Standards of Practice for 

Ministry Personnel, and in fact are reminded of these by the Office of Vocation (i.e., Police Record 

checks, boundary training, racial justice training) when they are due. 

Living Skies Regional Council has set a precedent, including retired DLMs in their definition of Voluntary 

Associate Ministers. 
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The General Council continues to grapple with the question of DLM status as ministry personnel within 

The United Church of Canada. It is an issue that continues to be addressed at every General Council in 

recent history, and currently sits with the General Secretary. It is clear that the status of DLMs in the 

church is unclear. As such this has become a justice issue for DLMs who have faithfully served the 

church for many years, and continue to do so. 

What might the regional council do? 

The Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council might amend the Current Policy for 

Voluntary Associate Ministers [Current Definition of a Voluntary Associate Minister: A 

Voluntary Associate Minister (VAM) is a recognized ordered minister in The United Church of 

Canada who is retired or between appointments.] 

to change the definition of a Voluntary Associate Minister as follows: 

A Voluntary Associate Minister (VAM) is  

a recognized ordered minister in The United Church of Canada who is retired or between 

appointments or 

a designated lay minister who retired while serving a community of faith in the Regional 

Council, who is a member of a community of faith in the Regional Council and therefore a 

member of the Regional Council. 

or 

a designated lay minister who is between appointments but is actively searching for a new 

call or appointment. 
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Proposal #5 – Closing Motion 
 

Title:  Closing Motion 

Origin:  Executive Minister  

What is the issue?  

The work of the regional council continues between regional council meetings.  

Why is this issue important?  

The regional council must be clear how the work will continue.  

What might the regional council do?  

The regional council might  

1. Entrust any unfinished business from its May 26-27, 2023 meeting to the Executive; 

2. Authorize the Executive to fill any vacancies on the understanding that appointments will be 

confirmed at the next regional council meeting;  

3. Direct the Executive to plan to convene a meeting of the regional council in the fall of 2023; 

and  

4. Entrust the Executive and Commissions with the responsibilities and authority of Western 

Ontario Waterways Regional Council in accordance with The Manual of The United Church of 

Canada and the Governance Handbook of the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council; 

5. Close the May 26-27, 2023 meeting of the Western Ontario Waterways Regional Council at 

the close of the Celebration of Ministries Service on Saturday, May 27, 2023. 
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